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And G-d said: “. . . Abraham shall be a great people . . . 

Because I know him, that he will command his children 
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– Genesis 18:17–19
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Shabbos Parshas Vayigash

The Wisdom of Compassion

Valuable perspectives on 
dealing with rage, guilt, hatred 
and revenge even when they 

can be rationalized, are offered in 
this week’s portion – where Joseph 
meets his estranged brothers and 
the family of Jacob is dramatically 
reunited.

The text gives us a glimpse 
into the historic moments when 
Joseph, whose real identity was 
unknown to his brothers, suddenly 
reveals himself after 22 years of 
separation.  Shocked and frightened, 

his brothers realize that the Egyptian dignitary standing before 
them is actually the adolescent they violently kidnapped, tortured 
and sold into slavery more than two decades earlier.  Together with 
the realization of this unforgivable behavior, their cruel lying to 
their Father who had a special loving relationship with Joseph, was 
beyond comprehension and was now exposed.

While no one would blame Joseph for avenging himself at this 
moment, he never becomes bitter – demonstrating instead an 
inordinate amount of softness, warmth and sensitivity. He and 
his brothers cry, hug one another and never lower themselves by 
pointing fingers or trying to assess blame for the dark transgressions 
of the past.  In fact, Joseph appeases their shame and guilt by saying 
that G-d meant for this to be so that he would save them at this time 
of famine.

Throughout the years, Joseph’s anger could have rightfully been 
magnified.  Especially when he achieved a position of power and 
his dreams were actualized, he could have vented these feelings in 
many different ways. Instead, mindful of his connection with G-d, his 
exemplary compassion toward his brothers set an eternal standard 
for dealing with powerful emotions.  Joseph learned and taught 
through personal example that every act of life, even difficult and 
painful ones such as his abduction, were actually directed by G-d, and 
one should not become enraged at Divinely destined events.

Anger is compared to serving idols – because whatever happens to 
us is G-d’s will.  Ultimately, the perpetrators of evil will be dealt with 
by G-d, but by acting in anger we indicate that we don’t accept what 
has been preordained for us by The Almighty.   When we accept this 
with faith we can use every occurrence in our lives to fulfill a higher 
purpose.

Have a good Shabbos and a wonderful week.

                                                                                                                     
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar

Thoughts on the Parsha 
from Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar

Mind Over Heart
Based on letters and talks of the Rebbe, 

Rabbi M. M. Schneerson

True, our hearts are not in our hands. 
But our minds are: We can think 

about whatever we decide to think 
about. And therein lies our power.

The mind rules over the heart—not just as 
a rider rules over his horse, but in a much 
more intimate sense. For the mind is the 
father and the mother, the seed and the 

womb from which the attitudes of a person 
are born and then nurtured. The heart does 
QR�PRUH�WKDQ�UHˊHFW�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�PLQGȞ

its turmoil, its resolution, its shallowness 
or its depth, its coarseness or its maturity.

This then must be the focus of the person 
who wishes to leave this world with more 
than he arrived: To engage his mind with 

all its intensity in thoughts that elevate and 
inspire, and push away with equal force any 

thought that drags down and holds back.

And to allow all that labor to pass 
through the channel from the mind to the 

heart and give birth to actual deeds.
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Yosef’s
Teen Boys

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Haime Library

Shaykee’s
Davening With Dad

Grades: 7th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Classroom 1

Sholom’s
Hebrew School

Grades: 4th - 8th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Mendel’s
Junior Boys

Ages: 4 - 8

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 3

Rochelle’s
Tween Girls

Grades: 6th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Itty’s
Pre Tween Girls

Grades:  2nd - 5th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classrooom 1

Yakira Leah’s
Aleph Wonder Girls

Ages: 4 - 6
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classrooom 2

Celebrating Shabbos with our Youth
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Morah Malkie’s 
Tot Shabbat

Ages: 1 - 3
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 
classrooom 2

Debbie’s
Teen Girls

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Teen Girls Room

Torah Quiz

  Mishnayos Ba’al Peh         
 After Mincha      
 Montessori 3 

GREAT PRIZES!!!
Prizes kindly sponsored by the 

Goldczer family in loving memory of
Aryeh Leib ben Zev Volf Obm

Questions
1. Who was born when the Jews went down to Egypt— and died 
when the Jews left 210 years later? (Gemorah Bava Basra) 

2. Why did Yehuda burn the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to pick 
up Yaakov? (Bereishis Rabbah) 

3. How do we know that coffee can relieve anxiety and worry? 
(Bereishis Rabbah) 

Answers for Last Week:
1. Two famous women covered their faces with veils, thus showing 
their extreme modesty: Rivkah and Tamar. Both were therefore 
blessed with twins. (Bereishis Rabbah 85:7)

���$OWKRXJK�ZH�ˉQG�LQ�WKH�7RUDK�WKDW�/HDKȠV�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�MHDORXV�
of Rochel’s children, even to the extent of nearly killing him, in 
1DYL�ZH�ˉQG�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\��WKDW�D�GHVFHQGDQW�RI�5RFKHO��6KDXO��
was jealous of a descendant of Leah (Dovid), and nearly killed him. 
(Shmuel I chapter 18)

3. Osnas, the stepdaughter of Potifar, defended Yosef. Zolikah, 
Potifar’s wife, charged Yosef of abusing her. Potifar was furious, 
and about to kill Yosef, when Zolika’s little baby spoke up and 
said “No, it’s Mommy who’s lying, not Yosef the righteous.” (Seder 
Hadoros)

Prizes kindly sponsored by 
the Goldczer Family 
in loving Memory of 

Aryeh Leib ben Zev Volf obm
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Kiddush This Week: 
Kiddush this week is sponsored in honor of Rabbi & Mrs. Zisman

Shalosh Seudos This Week: 
Shalosh Seudos this week is sponsored by 

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred & Judith Schonberger
In memory of Alfred’s mother, Faigah bas Chaim Shabsi obm. 

May  her neshama have an Aliyah

kiddushim at The Shul
Please help us to provide our weekly Shabbos Kiddush and 
Shalosh Seudos by becoming a sponsor. Or join the Kiddush Bank 
by becoming a Partner ($770 annually ) or Patron ($360 anually) 

The following dates are available for sponsorship:

        Kiddush                         Shalosh Seudos 
     Dec  26                                            Dec  19, 26    

 
 If you wish to become a sponsor, please speak with Stacy

at 305-868-1411 ext 313 or email swaxman@theshul.org               

       
Candle Lighting    5:18 p.m.
Mincha     5:20 p.m.

Eruv Information 
We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure

 that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is 305- 866-ERUV (3788). 
The Eruv message is recorded approximately two hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: 

The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach.  Pushing strollers and  
carrying is permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included. 
To pay your annual dues visit: www.miamibeacheruv.com

the caterer for this week’s 
kiddush and Shalosh seudos is  

Food Art

Celebrating Shabbos 
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Shabbos Schedule
Candle lighting     5:15 p.m. 
Mincha  / Kabbalas Shabbos   5:15 p.m.
Shabbos Day Hashkama Minyan  7:15 a.m.
Tanya / Hayom  Yom   9:00 a.m.
Shacharis (Morning Services)  9:00 a.m.
Children’s Programs                      10:00 a.m.
Upstairs Minyan                10:30 a.m.
30 Minutes of Tanya: Classroom  #1           +/-  12:00 p.m.
With Mrs. Vivian Perez (for Women)       After Davening
Kiddush                  12:00 p.m.
Daf Yomi     4:15 p.m.
Men’s Shiur    4:15 p.m.
Women’s Shiur    4:15 p.m.
Shalosh Seudos for Boys    4:15 p.m.
Mincha      5:00 p.m.
Shabbat Ends / Arvit & Havdalah  6:11 p.m.
Weekly Video of The Rebbe
 
Sephardic Minyan Friday Evening 
Mincha / Kabbalat Shabbat   5:10 p.m.

Shabbat Day Shacharit    9:00 a.m.
Mincha       5:00 p.m.
Shabbat Ends     6:11 p.m.
 Arvit & Havdalah    6:16 p.m.
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Tevet 7 Mrs. Nathalie Vaturi
Tevet 7 Mr. Joel Aaron Lindenfeld
Tevet 8 Mrs. Rebeca Schapiro
Tevet 8 Mr. Isaac Salver
Tevet 8 Ms. Yaffa Raviv
Tevet 8 Mrs. Anita Givner
Tevet 8 Ms. Alexandra Tabacinic
Tevet 8 Mr. Gabriel Groisman
Tevet 8 Ms. Charna Pia Schneider
Tevet 9 Mr. Bernardo Shaftal
Tevet 9 Mrs. Victoria Poirier
Tevet 9 Mrs. Rosita Retelny
Tevet 9 Mr. Alan Lipton
Tevet 9 Mr. Robert Alan Davis
Tevet 9 Mr. Mordechai Jakobs
Tevet 9 Mr. David Portnoy
Tevet 9 Ms. Jill Leslie Serfaty
Tevet 9 Mrs. Nechama Michal Rosenblum
Tevet 9 Mr. Yehoshua Yehuda Schneider
Tevet 10 Mr. Anton Fischman
Tevet 10 Mr. Aaron Gewirtz
Tevet 11 Mr. Michael Werner
Tevet 11 Ms. Alyssa R. Stauber
Tevet 12 Mr. Leonard Spodek
Tevet 12 Mrs. Geri F. Levine
Tevet 12 Ms. Chana Wasserman
Tevet 13 Ms. Paula Hertzberg
Tevet 13 Mr. Marc Sheridan
Tevet 13 Mr. Lonny Dubrofsky
Tevet 13 Mr. Mordechai Bistritzky
Tevet 13 Mrs. Shifra Chen
Tevet 13 Ms. Marisa Galbut

Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Birthdays

 Kid’s Birthdays

Yahrtzeits
Tevet 7 Mordechai ben Zev Meyer obm
 Father of Mrs. Rivka Shapiro 
Tevet 7 Chaya bas Bayla obm
 Mother of Mrs. Judy Milstein 
Tevet 7 Rab Yaakov ben Avner Paltiel obm
 Brother of Rabbi Shimshon Tzubeli 
Tevet 8 Devorah bas Chaim obm
 Mother of Mr. Sidney Feltenstein 
Tevet 8 Tziona bas Shlomo obm
 Sister of Mrs. Dana Werner
Tevet 8 Haim obm
 Father of Mr. Menahem Ivcher 
Tevet 8 Yaakov ben Yitzchok obm
 Father of Mr. Peter Schwalbe 
Tevet 8 Dorothy Weiss obm
 Mother of Ms. Nancy Gottlieb 
Tevet 9 Liza Buchman obm
 Mother of Mrs. Rivka Shapiro 
Tevet 9 Yaakov ben Leon obm
 Son of Mr. Leon Gandelman 
Tevet 9 Tzivia bas Yehuda obm
 Mother of Mrs. Dana Werner
Tevet 10 Yaakov ben Rafael obm
 Brother of Mr. Gideon Azari
Tevet 10 Chaim ben Dov HaKohen obm
 Husband of Mrs. Nily Falic, Father of Mr. Simon Falic, 
 Mr. Jerome Falic, and Mr. Leon Falic 
Tevet 10 Blima bas Reb Avraham Ha Levi  obm
 Mother of Rabbi Simeon Schreiber 
Tevet 11 Zisel bas Yisroel obm
 Mother of Mr. Jeffrey Glick 
Tevet 12 Sidney Lawrence obm
 Father of Ms. Renee Grossman 
Tevet 13 Moshe ben Shlomo obm
 Father of Dr. Fran Glicksman

Tevet 7 Liora Afriat
Tevet 7 Baby Girl Sokol
Tevet 9 Ezra Immanuel Gheblikian
Tevet 9 Joshua Rachamim Wolf
Tevet 11 Reeva Abraham
Tevet 12 Ishay Benamran
Tevet 13 Moshe Friedman

Anniversaries
Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo and Marcy Lederman
Mr. & Mrs. Saul and Florette Gilinski
Mr. & Mrs. Eli and Ruthy Ginsburg
0U��	�0UV��$OH[DQGHU�DQG�6Rˉ��0DW]

Condolences
Our heartfelt condolences go out to Mrs. Rochel Katz  on the passing of her dear 
grandmother, Mrs. Yehudis Raksin obm.  May her dear soul be bound with the 
Eternal Bond of Life and may the family be comforted among the mourners of 
Zion and Jerusalem. 

Thank You

Special Thanks To
The Esther Rose Packer Foundation

for co-sponsoring 
The Torah & Science Conference in honor 
of the Yahrzeit of Menashe Ben Mordechai 
Dovid obm (25 Teves) Beloved husband of 
Esther Rose Packer and father of Martin 

Packer, Allen Packer and 
Phyllis Packer Franklin
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Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Thanks To Our Donors

Refuah Shleimah
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to keep 

the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Arber
Mr. Jacob Attias
Mrs. Estella Berry
Mr. Leon Blander
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Brenner
Ms. Dianne (Rivka) Brenners
Rabbi & Mrs. Betzalel Camissar
Mr. Raul Chami
Mr. Bernard Englard
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Feltenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Fiske
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Freier
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Galbut
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Ghitis
Mr. & Mrs. Saul Gilinski
Mr. & Mrs. Eli Ginsburg
Mr. Moshe Git
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Givner

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Goldfarb
Mr. & Mrs. Moishe Hersman
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Levine
Mr. & Mrs. David Lichter
Rabbi & Rebbetzin Sholom D. Lipskar
Mr. & Mrs. Yehuda Marrus
Mr. David Cohen
Mr. Jeffrey E. Mehl
Drs. Raul & Janet Mitrani
Dr. Allen Packer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perez
Mr. Herbert Schleifer
Mr. & Mrs. Moises (Samuel) Selesky
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Sher
Mr. & Mrs. Rafael & Sulamita Simkovicius
Mr. & Mrs. Paul WeintraubMEN

Yosef ben Edwina
Avrohom ben Feigel
Mordechai David ben Esther Raizel
Yedidya Chaim Raphael ben Elana
Yehuda ben Chaya Sara
Shimon Yitzchak ben Leah Rochel
Roi ben Orly
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Shifra bat Chaya
Leah Yehudit bat Chana Gittel
Ilana bas Shaina Rochel
Chava bas Elka Menucha
Chaya bas Rachel
Zilpah bas Sara
Elana bas Susana
Fayge bas Chaya
Miriam Leah bas Helen

Teves Light & Power
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations recieved between 12/08/15 and 12/14/15
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah for 
the month of Teves is Kindly Sponsored by

The Falic Family
In Loving Memory of Chaim ben Dov Hacohen Z”L
 “Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to pray, 
those who provide lights for illumination, wine for kiddush and havdalah, food 

for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those who occupy themselves 
faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One, blessed be He, give them their 

reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal their entire body, pardon all their 
sins, and send blessing and success to all their endeavors, together with all Israel 

their brethren; and let us say Amen.”

The Shul Parking Garage
In  response to numerous incidents in our garage and with the 
safety of our children, members and staff foremost in mind, we 
insist on TOTAL compliance with the following rules in the garage.

• You must always park in a legal spot
• Do not park in handicap parking
• Do not park along the perimeter of the garage
• Do not double park
• Do not take up more than one space
• Do not block another vehicle

There is additional parking in the lots North and South of The Shul.
When cars park illegally, you take an already challenging situation 
in the garage and turn it into a near impossible and dangerous 
situation. You create more havoc, less visibility and more aggravation 
which itself contributes to the likelihood of an accident, G-d forbid.

If you are not in a legal spot
YOU WILL BE TOWED

Please Note
The North side parking lot and The Shul 

garage are closed on Shabbos and Yom Tov. 
Please do not open the barriers.

Community Notice Board:
If you have a new or slightly used Shaitel that you 

would like to donate to The Shul Sisterhood

Please Contact 
Mrs. Devorah Failer 305.323.2410

Child Enrichment Center
The Shul’s Child Enrichment Center has opened our 

wait list for the 2016-2017 Academic Year.
To be added to the wait list 

please visit 
7KH6KXOSUHVFKRRO�RUJ�H[SUHVVLRQRˉQWHUHVW

Contact us at (305) 868-1411 to schedule a tour of 
our program and facility.

*Please note that adding your name to this list does 
not guarantee a space in our program.
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A Time to Pray
Davening schedules and locations throughout the week

Evening Kolel Schedule - Monday and Thursday 8:45 -9:30 pm

Mon & Thurs 8:45 - 10:00 pm Evening Community Kolel Chavrusah

Daily Learning Schedule at The Shul

6:20 -6:50 am Derech Mitzvosecha Foundational Chassidic Discourse R’ Zalman Lipskar
7:45 am Daf Yomi R’ Dov Schochet

8:45 am (approx) Halacha Sephardic Custom R’ Shimshon Tzubeli
10:15 - 11:00 am Maamorim Maamor of the Rebbe R’ Shea Rubinstein

Daily Chumash & Tanya after every Minyan

Shacharis Minyanim (mon - Fri)

Main Minyan 6:50 7:30 9:00
Sephardic Minyan 8:00

Sunday Shacharis Minyanim
Main Minyan 8:00 am 9:00 am

Sephardic Minyan 9:00 am

Sunday Mincha /Maariv 
Minyanim

Main Minyan 5:15 pm
Late Maariv 10:00 pm

mincha  / Maariv Minyanim (mon - Thurs)

Main Minyan 2:00 pm Early Mincha 5:15 pm 10:00 pm
Sephardic Minyan 5:15 pm Following

Halachic Times
Based on times for December 23

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:51 am
(DUOLHVW�7DOLW�	�7HˉOOLQ��������������������������DP
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                7:04 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                    9:41 am
=PDQ�7ˉOODK������������������������������������������DP
 
Chatzot / Midday                            12:19 pm
Earliest Mincha                               12:45 pm
Plag HaMincha                                  4:29 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                               5:35 pm
(preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall            6:05 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
vary by a minute or two. 

To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces, 
courageously protecting and defending Eretz Yisroel. 

We pray for you and all of the soldiers safety 
and well being daily.

Michael Shmuel ben Eliezer Eliyahu
Amir Herzel ben Dvora Dorry

If anyone would like to send us the name of a soldier in the IDF 
we would love to add them. 
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Friday - Teves 6
“Know the G-d of your fathers and serve 
Him with a whole heart.” Every sort of Torah 
knowledge and comprehension, even the most 
profound, must be expressed in avoda. I.e. 
the intellectual attainment must bring about 
DQ� DFWXDO� UHˉQHPHQW� DQG� LPSURYHPHQW� RI�
character traits, and must be translated into a 
deep-rooted inward attachment (to G-d) - all of 
which is what the Chassidic lexicon calls”avoda”.

Shabbos - Teves 7
To avert chibut hakever (“Purgatory of the 
grave”) recite words of Torah, Tehillim, etc., for 
one sixth of the day. To merit purity of the soul 
that obviates kaf hakela (“the hollow of a sling”), 
spend as much of the day as possible in reciting 
Mishna, Tanya and Tehillim by heart.

Sunday - Teves 8
The Tzemach Tzedek instructed all the tutors 
of his young grandchildren, that, in addition to 
regular studies, they should teach the simple 
meaning of the prayers. Once a month the 
children came to their grandfather to be tested 
in this subject.

Monday - Teves 9
Our custom in aleinu (Siddur Tehilat Hashem 
p. 84) is to say “for they bow to vanity and 
nothingness,” and markedly not to say “and 
pray...” This wording is followed also in 
Musaf for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. 
The expectorating is after these words; the 
reason is that speech stimulates saliva, and 
ZH� GR� QRW� ZLVK� WR� EHQHˉW� IURP� WKLV� VDOLYD�

Tuesday - Teves 10
From the Tzemach Tzedek’s answer at yechidus: 
It is written, “Let the wicked leave his path and 
the man of sin his thoughts etc.” Aven (sin) is the 
same as on, meaning power and strength. Just as 
it is imperative that the “wicked leave his path,” 
for without teshuva it is impossible to approach 
the Sacred, so must the “man of strength,” one 
ZLWK� XQVKDNHDEOH� FRQˉGHQFH� LQ� KLV� UHDVRQLQJ��
“leave his thoughts.” He is not to insist, “I say so. 
This is what I think;” every “I”, ego, is a source of 
evil, a cause of divisiveness.

Wednesday - Teves 11
Man’s life is dependent on the air around him. 
Without air he cannot live and the quality 
of life is dependent on the quality of air. In 
an atmosphere of Torah and mitzvot there is 
healthy life. In a G-dless environment life is 
diseased, and one is constantly threatened with 
the possibility of being stricken with contagious 
PDODGLHV��7KH�ˉUVW�JHQHUDO�VWHS�LQ�KHDOLQJ�LV�WR�
SXULI\�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH��3XULˉFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DLU�LV�

the task of every person familiar with Torah and 
Torah-literature, and is effected through the 
letters of Torah. When reciting words of Torah 
while in the store or walking in the street or 
riding the subway, one cleans the air. Everyone 
knowledgeable in Torah must have some Torah 
memorized - Chumash, Tehillim, Mishna, Tanya, 
etc., so that at all times and in all places he will 
be able to think and utter the holy letters of 
Torah.

Thursday - Teves 12
In 5648 (1887) my father was elected gabai 
�DQ� RIˉFLDO�� RI� WKH� &KHYUD� .DGLVKD�� � $V� ZDV�
customary he was led on Simchat Torah in 
procession to the shul accompanied by a throng. 
At that time he said the maamar beginning “Ein 
H.B.H. ba bitrunya.” The conclusion was: Even the 
great minds who are here must lay aside their 
intellects and not be ruled by their reason and 
knowledge, for they are susceptible to being 
misguided by their intellect to the point that 
their end may be a bitter one. The essential thing 
in these times of the “footsteps of Mashiach” is 
QRW�WR�IROORZ�LQWHOOHFW�DQG�UHDVRQ��EXW�WR�IXOˉOO�
Torah and mitzvot wholeheartedly, with simple 
faith in the G-d of Israel.

Friday - Teves 13
Where a lantern is placed, those who seek light 
gather around - for light attracts.

Hayom Yom
In the winter of 1942, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Y. Schneersohn, of righteous memory, gave 
his son- in-law, the future Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of righteous memory, the task of 
compiling an anthology of Chasidic aphorisms and customs arranged according to the days of the year.

The calendar was entitled Hayom Yom. In describing this work Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak 
wrote: …”A book that is small in format…but bursting with pearls and diamonds of 

choicest quality.” “A splendid palace of Chasidism.” True to these words, Hayom Yom has 
become a beloved classic work and a source of daily spiritual sustenance.   

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!
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“To Learn from Yosef’s 
Conduct with his Brothers”
Based on Likkutei Sichos, Vol. V, pp. 239-249

In the Torah portion of Vayigash, we are 
informed that during the time of famine, 
“Yosef sustained his father and brothers.” In 

light of the above, our Sages interpret the verse: 
Ȣ:KR�OHDGV�WKH�ˊRFN�RI�<RVHI�ȣ�WR�PHDQ�WKDW�DOO�
the people of Israel are known by the name 
Yosef, for it was he who sustained them during 
the time of famine.

7KH�0LGUDVK�QRWHV�WKDW�Ȣ<RX�:KR�OHDGV�WKH�ˊRFN�
of Yosef” is a plea as well as a statement; we 
ask G-d to conduct Himself toward the Jewish 
people as Yosef conducted himself toward his 
father and brothers.

The Midrash phrases the plea thus: “Yosef 
assembled food during the years of plenty for 
the years of famine; so too, gather for us from 
this world for the World to Come. Just as Yosef 
sustained them all according to their deeds... so 
too, sustain us according to our deeds. ... Just as 
Yosef acted kindly towards his brothers, even 
though they acted unkindly towards him; so too, 
treat us kindly although we have treated You 
unkindly.”

There are a number of things that must be 
understood about the above Midrash:

If Yosef had not protected the food from spoilage 
during the years of plenty, it would have rotted. 
How can this apply to the good deeds performed 
by the Jewish people in this world - how can 
good deeds possibly “spoil”?

Yosef acted kindly towards his brothers, even 
though they dealt with him in an unkind manner. 
In other words, he did not act toward them in 
accordance with their deeds. How then can it 
be said, “sustain us according to our deeds” as 
Yosef did? Moreover, for G-d to simply treat us 
according to our deeds would require no special 
kindness, so no special plea is necessary.

G-d Himself delights in every Jew’s performance 
of mitzvos. Because each of us is truly one with 
G-d - for which reason every Jew is capable of 
performing even those mitzvos that defy his 
comprehension with vitality and delight - he is 

recompensed for this performance by sharing in 
*�GȠV�LQˉQLWH�GHOLJKW�

The above Midrash can be understood 
accordingly: The Jewish people (called Yosef) 
plead with G-d that, just as Yosef ensured 
there would be grain during the famine years, 
VR� WRR� PD\� WKH\� PHULW� WR� VKDUH� *�GȠV� LQˉQLWH�
delight in the World to Come, even though their 
SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�PLW]YRV�ZDV�LQ�D�ˉQLWH�PDQQHU�

But the Attribute of Justice may rule that the 
profound unity of the Jewish people with the 
Divine - a unity that entitles them to share in 
G-d’s delight - comes about as a result of their 
obeying even the supra-rational commandments 
with vitality and delight. When a Jew lacks such 
enthusiasm, he is unworthy of sharing G-d’s 
delight.

Herein lies the explanation for the second 
appeal, “Just as Yosef sustained them all 
according to their deeds... so too, sustain us 
according to our deeds.” Yosef said to his 
brothers: “although your intent was to deal badly 
with me... G-d made it come out for the good,” 
and therefore “I will provide for your needs and 
your children’s needs.” Yosef thus reacted to the 
ultimate outcome of their deed, rather than to 
his brothers’ intent.

So too, the Jewish people ask G-d to look upon 
their actions rather than the intent with which 
these actions are performed. And we know that 
ȢHYHQ�WKH�VLQQHUV�LQ�,VUDHO�DUH�DV�̄ OOHG�ZLWK�JRRG�
deeds as a pomegranate is packed with seeds.” 
All Jews thus deserve to share in G-d’s delight in 
the World to Come.

Nevertheless, the Attribute of Justice may still 
DUJXH��$OO�WKLV�LV�ˉQH�DQG�JRRG�UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�
good deeds, but what about their transgressions? 
Although “repentance out of love” can transform 
misdeeds into merits, the intent with which 
these misdeeds were performed was surely in 
opposition to the Divine will.

The Midrash therefore concludes with the plea 
that, just as Yosef sustained his brothers because 
their actions were ultimately for the good, so 
too should G-d act kindly towards us although 
we sin, sharing with us His delight in the 
performance of mitzvos, for misdeeds ultimately 
lead to the heightened spiritual service of which 
only the penitent are capable.

Do You Know Your Soul?
By Yosef Y. Jacobson

The story of Joseph revealing himself to his 
brothers after decades of bitter separation 
is one of the most dramatic in the Torah. 

Twenty-two years earlier, when Joseph was 
seventeen years old, his brothers kidnapped him, 
threw him into a pit, then sold him as a slave 
to Egyptian merchants. In Egypt, Joseph spent 
twelve years in prison, from where he rose to 
become viceroy of the country. Now, the moment 
ZDV�ˉQDOO\�ULSH�IRU�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�

“Joseph could not hold in his emotions,” the Torah 
relates in this week’s parshah. He dismissed from 
his chamber all of his Egyptian assistants, “and 
he began to weep with such loud sobs that the 
Egyptians outside could hear him. And Joseph 
said to his brothers: ‘I am Joseph! Is my father 
still alive?’ His brothers were so astounded, they 
could not respond.”

A Sage Weeps
The Talmud relates that whenever the great sage 
Rabbi Elazar came to this verse -- “his brothers 
were so astounded they could not respond” -- 
he would weep. Rabbi Elazar would say, “If the 
UHEXNH�RI�D�PDQ�RI�́ HVK�DQG�EORRG��-RVHSK��LV�VR�
powerful that it causes so much consternation, 
the rebuke of G-d (when it comes) will all the 
more so cause much shame.”

Yet, two points in Rabbi Elazar’s statement 
seem to be amiss. Firstly, the verse does not 
say that the brothers were astounded because 
Joseph rebuked them. Perhaps the brothers 
were astounded by the realization that the man 
standing before them was none other than their 
long lost brother Joseph?

Secondly, the comparison between Joseph’s 
rebuke of his brothers and G-d’s rebuke of 
mankind seems to be exaggerated. The brothers 
personally sold Joseph into slavery, subjecting 
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him to the worst type of abuse. It stands to 
reason, therefore, that they would be utterly in 
VKRFN�ZKHQ�WKH\�ˉQDOO\�IDFHG�KLP��&RXOG�DQ\�RI�
us have ever have caused a similar affront to 
G-d, as to experience such dread in the face of 
G-d’s rebuke?

Our Inner Dreamer
To understand this, we must recall the idea 
VWDWHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKH�ˉJXUHV�
depicted in the Torah are not just physical 
people who lived at a certain period of time. 
They also embody particular psychological and 
spiritual forces, existing continuously within the 
human heart.

Joseph is described in the Torah as a beautiful 
and graceful lad, “handsome of form and 
handsome of appearance,” and as a “master of 
dreams.” According to the Kabbalah, Joseph 
symbolizes the pure and sacred soul of man.

Thus, to understand the story of Joseph, we must 
understand the nature of our own soul.

A Portrait of the Soul
What does a soul look like? What elements of 
our personality can we attribute to our soul?

In the Tanya, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi 
GHˉQHV�WKH�VRXO�DV�D�ˊDPH�WKDW�VHHNV�WR�GHSDUW�
from its wick and kiss the heavens. “The soul,” 
he writes, “constitutes the quest in man to 
transcend the parameters of his (or her) ego and 
become absorbed in the source of all existence.”

The sixteenth-century Kabbalist, Rabbi Elazar 
Azkari, wrote a prayer which describes the soul 
in these words: “My soul is sick with love for 
you; O G-d, I beg you, please heal it by showing 
it the sweetness of your splendor; then it 
will be invigorated and healed, experiencing 
everlasting joy.”

The soul, in other words, is that dimension of 
our psyche that needs not self-aggrandizement, 
dominance or excessive materialism. It despises 
politics, manipulation and dishonesty. It is 
repulsed by unethical behavior and by false 
facades.

What are its aspirations? The soul harbors 
a single yearning: to melt away in the all-
pervading truth of G-d.

The Abused Soul
Yet, how many of us are even aware of the 
existence of such a dimension in our personality? 
How many of us pay heed to the needs of our 
soul? In response to the soul’s never ending 
dreams and yearnings that confuse our ego-
based schedules and disturb our cravings 
IRU� LQVWDQW� JUDWLˉFDWLRQ�� ZH� VR� RIWHQ� WDNH� WKH�
“Joseph” within us and plunge it into a pit. We 
attempt to relegate its dreams and passions to 
the subconscious cellars of our psyche.

When that does not work, because we can 
still hear its silent pleas, we sell our “Joseph” 
as a slave to foreigners, allowing our souls to 
become subjugated to forces and drives that are 
alien to its very identity.

&DQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�KRZ�KRUULˉHG�\RX�ZRXOG�EH�LI�
you were to observe somebody taking the little 
adorable hand of an infant and placing it on a 
burning stove? The Chassidic masters describe 
each time we utter a lie, each time we humiliate 
another human being, each time we sin, as 
precisely that: taking the precious innocent 
spirituality of our soul and putting it through 
abuse and torture.

Moment of Truth
Yet, in each of our lives the moment arrives 
when our inner “Joseph,” which was forced to 
conceal its truth for so many years, breaks down 
and reveals to us its identity. At that moment, we 
come to discover the sheer beauty and depth of 
RXU�VRXO��DQG�RXU�KHDUWV�DUH�ˉOOHG�ZLWK�VKDPH�

The humiliation the brothers experienced 
when Joseph revealed himself to them did not 
stem from the fact that he rebuked them for 
their selling him into slavery. Joseph’s mere 
appearance to them constituted the most 
SRZHUIXO�UHEXNH��)RU�WKH�ˉUVW�WLPH�WKH\�UHDOL]HG�
ZKR�LW�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�VXEMHFWHG�WR�VXFK�KRUULˉF�
abuse and their hearts melted away in shame.

Similarly, Rabbi Elazar was saying, when the 
day will come and we will realize the G-dly and 
spiritual sacredness of our own personalities, we 
will be utterly astounded. We will ask ourselves 
again and again, how did we allow ourselves to 
cast such a beautiful and innocent soul into a 
dark and gloomy pit?

Siege Mentality
By Yanki Tauber

We all know the feeling of being under siege.

It may be as innocuous as being the only 
other vegetarian at the family reunion dinner, or 
RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�SUR�%XVK�JX\V�LQ�WKH�RIˉFH��2U�DV�
disquieting as being the only person of your skin 
color in the subway car, or the only member of 
your gender in a crowded elevator. Or as terrifying 
as being herded into a room with the rest of the 
embassy staff by masked gunmen, or your country 
being attacked by a powerful foe. These scenarios 
share little in common, of course -- except for the 
FRPPRQ� VLWXDWLRQ� RI� ˉQGLQJ� \RXUVHOI� SDUW� RI� D�
distinct group of people who are outnumbered or 
otherwise overwhelmed by a common adversary.

An interesting thing happens in these situations: 
we begin to feel a kinship with our fellow besieged. 
People who ordinarily would not interest us in the 
least -- people who, in ordinary circumstances, 
we would perhaps even despise -- become our 
brothers and sisters. We begin to care about 
them; their suffering becomes our suffering, their 
triumphs become our triumph. An attack on them 
becomes an attack on us -- after all, we’re in this 
together.

A hallmark of Chassidic teaching is to seek out the 
kernel of truth buried in even the most blatant lie, 
to search for the spark of joy hidden within the 
most oppressive sadness, to unearth the core of 
goodness languishing within the most sinister evil.

The point of this is not that the lie now becomes less 
false, or that the evil is less vehemently opposed, 
or that the sadness is thus diminished. On the 
FRQWUDU\��D�IDOVHKRRG�LW�LV�DOO�WKH�PRUH�SHUˉGLRXV�
for its corruption of the truth it has commandeered, 
evil is all the more to be battled because of the 
goodness it enfolds within itself and feeds upon, a 
tragedy is all the more tragic because it represents 
a potential joy in malformed garments. The point 
LV�WKDW�HYHQ�DV�ZH�GHQRXQFH�IDOVHKRRG��ˉJKW�HYLO�
and mourn tragedy, we simultaneously engage 
the negativity in our world on another, more inner 
plane: by reclaiming its positive core.

When we are faced with a lie we renounce it. But 
we also dig deeper. We ask ourselves: what gives 
this lie its sham of credibility? What truth has it 
KLMDFNHG� DQG� WZLVWHG"� +RZ� FDQ�ZH� UHDIˉUP� WKLV�
truth so that it shines forth in its purity, thereby 
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revealing the hollowness and fallacy of the lie that 
has impersonated it?

When faced with evil, we battle it. But we also dig 
deeper. We ask ourselves: What is the source of its 
power? What good and positive force has it tapped 
into and exploited? How can we redeem that 
captive good so that the husk of evil that conceals 
it melts away as darkness melts away before light?

When faced with a tragedy we mourn. But we also 
dig deeper. We ask ourselves: what positive element 
lies buried within this negative experience? For 
we believe that the essence of every thing, force 
or phenomenon in G-d’s world is good. We cannot 
always see it. But we always look for it.

The 10th of the month of Tevet on the Jewish 
calendar is a fast day. On this date some 2,500 
years ago the armies of the Babylonian emperor 
Nebuchanezzar laid siege to the city of Jerusalem. 
7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ˉUVW�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�HYHQWV�OHDGLQJ�WR�
the destruction of the Holy Temple and the exile of 
the Jewish people from the Land of Israel. It is thus 
a day of fasting and repentance -- a day in which 
we mourn the tragic events of the day, contemplate 
their deeper causes in our own souls and deeds, 
and work to correct them.

But the Chassidic masters teach us to seek also 
the positive aspect. Without detracting in any way 
from the need to mourn and rectify the negativity 
of the events of Tevet 10, we must also zero in on 
the positive core at its heart.

Coming under siege is a horrible experience. A 
literal siege brings famine, plague and bloodshed. 
%XW� DOVR� ˉJXUDWLYH� ȢVLHJHVȣ� DUH� SUHGRPLQDQWO\�
negative, engendering feelings of helplessness and 
victimization. Beneath all that negativity, however, 
lies the liberating and empowering realization: 
We’re in this together! Despite our differences, 
despite the animosities and quarrels that strive to 
drive us apart, we share a common fate, a common 
identity, a common goal. Being under siege brings 
to light a truth that was always there but which we 
had hitherto been prevented from or have avoided 
seeing -- the truth that we are all one.

The trick, of course, is to grasp this truth, to hold on 
to it and possess it, without its negative trappings. 
To rid ourselves of the negativity of Tevet 10 and 
retain only its positive core.

May it be speedily in our day.

Laws of Shema

After 22 painful years of separation, the Torah 
tells us of the emotional reuniting of Jacob 
and Joseph. Surprisingly, while we are told 

of Joseph’s tearful excitement upon seeing his 
father we are not told of Jacob’s reaction at all. 
The Midrash tells us that Jacob was reciting the 
prayer of Shema and therefore couldn’t interrupt 
to greet Joseph. This is perplexing, could Jacob 
ˉQG�QR�EHWWHU�WLPH�WR�UHFLWH�6KHPD�WKDW�DW�WKLV�
PRPHQW"�2QH�H[SODQDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�VSHFLˉFDOO\�DW�
the moment when all of his earthly wishes were 
EHLQJ�IXOˉOOHG�GLG�RXU�SDWULDUFK�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�D�
moment to recognize Hashem. 

The Torah requires us to recite Shema twice, 
once in the evening and again in the morning. 
The actual language the Torah uses is “And you 
shall speak of them...as you lay down and as you 
arise”. This led to a debate between the schools 
of Hilel and Shamai. The school of Shamai 
DUJXHG� WKDW� RQH� FDQ� RQO\� IXOˉOO� WKH�0LW]YD� LQ�
the position the Torah states, laying down at 
night and standing in the morning. Whereas 
the position of Hilel was that the Torah is just 
indicating the time, and the actual position of 
the body isn’t relevant. 

One can recite the Shema in any position: 
standing or sitting, walking or riding or even 
laying down. The only position which is 
forbidden is laying on one’s back or even slightly 
leaning to the side while laying down. The 
Shema, is an acceptance of the yoke of heaven 
and would therefore be inappropriate to recite 
while one is laying in a position of arrogance. 

2QH� ZKR� ZLVKHV� WR� EH� VWULFW� DQG� VSHFLˉFDOO\�
stand while reciting the morning Shema is 
called a transgressor. For while usually in a 
case of debate one can choose to be strict, 
that is only when the Halacha recognizes some 
advantage to the stricter position. In the case of 
Shema the school of Shamai’s contention that 
“when you arise” implies a requirement to stand 
LV� UHMHFWHG�RXWULJKW�� DQG� WKHUH� LV� QR�EHQHˉW� WR�
standing during Shema. One who intentionally 
stands thus shows that they are ignoring the 
sages understanding of the verse. 

However, this is only if one stands up for Shema. 
However, one who was already standing, or was 

walking and pauses to recite Shema there is 
no requirement to sit down, especially if the 
person remains standing for it allows for better 
concentration. On Yom Kippur some have the 
custom to stand to emulate the angels while 
reciting Shema and Baruch Shem. This is 
acceptable as the standing is not related to the 
debate of Hilel and Shamai and therefore not 
considered a rejection of the sages. 

While one should be careful to have proper 
LQWHQWLRQ� WKURXJKRXW� 6KHPD�� GXULQJ� WKH� ˉUVW�
two sentences (Shema and Baruch Shem) it is 
critical. If one does not have intention then, 
which is the time of accepting the yoke of 
heaven, Shema must be repeated. 

Thus one who is walking must pause to recite 
WKH�ˉUVW� WZR�YHUVHV�� ,I� RQH� LV� ULGLQJ�DQ�DQLPDO�
they must pause as well. However, if one is in a 
wagon there is no need. In modern terms one 
ZKR�LV�GULYLQJ�PXVW�VWRS�WR�UHFLWH�WKH�ˉUVW�WZR�
verses. However, one being driven can recite 
Shema while travelling. 

We are obligated to wake one who is sleeping 
so that they can recite Shema. They must be 
DZDNH�HQRXJK�WR�UHFLWH�WKH�ˉUVW�YHUVHV�SURSHUO\��
For the rest of Shema as long as they can recite 
it, even if its while they’re dozing off there is no 
obligation to have complete focus.

While one is reciting Shema they cannot talk, 
interrupt or even motion to another person. 
:KHWKHU� LW� LV�ZLWK�RQHȠV�ˉQJHUV�� OLSV�RU�H\HV� LW�
is forbidden. This is even if the motioning is 
related to a Mitzva. However, this is only during 
WKH�ˉUVW�SDUDJUDSK��DIWHU�WKH�ˉUVW�SDUDJUDSK�RQH�
can motion for certain purposes. E.g. the Talmud 
tells the story of a teacher who motioned to 
his student to alert him to the fact that he was 
reading a portion of Torah incorrectly. 

One who is in the middle of working must pause 
WR�UHFLWH�DW�OHDVW�WKH�ˉUVW�SDUDJUDSK��7KLV�LV�HYHQ�
if the person could have proper intent while 
working, for doing this would imply that Shema 
LV�QRW�RI�UHDO�VLJQLˉFDQFH��

)URP� -DFRE�ZH� FDQ� VHH� WKDW� VSHFLˉFDOO\�ZKHQ�
we are feeling most successful, and when all 
RI� RXU� KRSHV� DQG� GHVLUHV� DUH� EHLQJ� IXOˉOOHG� LW�
is a time of extra caution. That is exactly the 
time when we are susceptible to complacency 
and arrogance. And we must remember our 
relationship with Hashem to maintain a proper 
moral compass.
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It Once Happened

One Friday night the Baal Shem Tov was 
about to make Kiddush on the wine when 
he suddenly laughed out loud. In the 

middle of the Shabbat meal he laughed again, 
and a few minutes later he laughed a third time. 
No one dared inquire why, but immediately after 
Shabbat his disciples approached Reb Zev Kitzes 
DQG�EHJJHG�KLP�WR�ˉQG�RXW�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ��
(Reb Zev Kitzes used to sit with the Baal Shem 
Tov on Saturday nights while he smoked his 
pipe.)

When Reb Zev Kitzes asked the Baal Shem 
Tov why he had laughed, the tzadik (righteous 
person) replied that he would show him. He 
ordered his driver to ready the horses and 
wagon, and the entire group of disciples piled in 
for the ride. Throughout the night they traveled, 
without knowing their destination. When dawn 
broke they saw that they had arrived in the city 
of Kozhnitz.

After the morning service, the Baal Shem Tov 
asked that Reb Shabsai the bookbinder be 
summoned before him. The head of the Jewish 
community was very surprised by the tzadik’s 
interest in this particular individual. “What I 
mean to say,” he explained, “is that I’m sure 
KHȠV�D�ˉQH�DQG�KRQHVW�PDQ��EXW�KHȠV�QRW�H[DFWO\�
what one might call a Torah scholar. In fact, he’s 
a very simple person.” Nonetheless, the Baal 
Shem Tov was adamant about speaking to him. 
Reb Shabsai the bookbinder was summoned, 
together with his wife.

When the two of them were standing before 
him the Baal Shem Tov said, “I want you to tell 
me what you did on Shabbat. Tell me the truth, 
and do not leave out any details.”

“I will tell you everything,” Reb Shabsai replied, 
“and if I’ve done something wrong, I beg you to 
show me how to make amends. I am a simple 
bookbinder,” he began, “When I was younger 
and stronger I worked long hours. My livelihood 
was plentiful, especially since - sad to say - we 
were childless and did not have the expenses of 
raising a family. Every Thursday I would buy the 
necessities for Shabbat, and on Friday mornings 
close up shop at ten o’clock, in order to go to 
the synagogue to prepare myself for the holy 
day. Now that I am older, however,” he continued, 

Ȣ,�ˉQG�WKDW�,�FDQQRW�ZRUN�VR�KDUG��DQG�ZH�KDYH�
become quite poor. But I refuse to relinquish my 
former habit.

“This past week, Friday morning rolled around 
and I did not even have enough money to buy 
ˊRXU�� %XW� ,� GHFLGHG� WKDW� LW�ZRXOG� EH� EHWWHU� WR�
suffer in silence than ask for charity. I asked my 
wife to promise me that even if the neighbors 
noticed we had no food, she would refuse to 
take any gifts. Rather, we would willingly accept 
whatever had been decreed from Above. Not 
having any other way to honor the Shabbat, my 
wife set about sweeping our humble home with 
a broom, removing the dust from every nook and 
cranny.

“That Friday night, instead of going home right 
after the evening service, I remained in the 
synagogue until everyone was gone. I was afraid 
someone might ask me why there weren’t any 
candles burning in the window.

“Unbeknownst to me, while cleaning the house 
my wife had found an old dress with silver 
EXWWRQV� RQ� WKH� VOHHYHV�� 2YHUMR\HG� DW� KHU� ˉQG��
she had immediately sold them for enough 
money to provide a very sumptuous Sabbath 
meal. When I came home and saw the house 
EULJKWO\� OLW� DQG� WKH� WDEOH� ˉW� IRU� D� NLQJ�� ,� ZDV�
very disappointed, assuming that she had been 
unable to withstand the temptation of accepting 
charity. Nevertheless, I decided to say nothing 
that would disturb the sanctity of the Sabbath.

“I made Kiddush and we washed our hands for 
WKH�FKDOODK��EXW�DIWHU�WKH�ˉVK�,�FRXOGQȠW�FRQWURO�
myself any longer. Very gently I chided her for 
having accepted our neighbors’ generosity, but 
EHIRUH�,�FRXOG�HYHQ�ˉQLVK�VKH�WROG�PH�ZKDW�KDG�
KDSSHQHG��0\�H\HV�̄ OOHG�ZLWK�WHDUV�RI�KDSSLQHVV��
and without even thinking I grabbed her arm 
and began to dance with her around the table. 
After the soup I was again overcome with joy, 
and we danced for a second time, and for a third 
time after dessert. All in all, three times I was 

overwhelmed with gratefulness that G-d had 
allowed me to rejoice in the Sabbath directly 
from His holy hand. But Rebbe,” he added 
worriedly, “If I’ve committed any sin, please tell 
me how to correct it.”

At that the Baal Shem Tov turned to his disciples 
and said, “I want you to know that the entire 
entourage of heavenly angels was dancing and 
rejoicing with Reb Shabsai and his wife. That is 
why I laughed aloud those three times.”

He then offered the couple a choice: Either they 
could live out their days in honor and wealth, or 
they could be blessed with a son in their old age 
. Reb Shabsai’s wife immediately chose to have 
a child, whereupon the Baal Shem promised she 
would give birth the following year, to a boy 
they should name Yisrael (the Baal Shem Tov’s 
own name). He also asked to be invited to the 
brit, so he could serve as sandek and hold the 
baby.

Indeed, the child grew up to be one of the 
greatest sages of his generation, known as the 
Kozhnitzer Maggid.
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Moshiach

Maimonides relates that ultimately 
all the fast days will be transformed 
into festivals and days of celebration, 
implying that their inner message 
is positive. Indeed, as Rabbi Shneur 
Zalman mentions in Iggeret 
HaTeshuva, a fast day is a “day of will.” 
Among the positive dimensions of 
fast days are that they are days of 
teshuva (repentance, return). Teshuva 
has the power to end the exile and 
bring the Redemption, for “Israel will 
be redeemed only through teshuvah.” 
“The Torah has promised that 
ultimately, Israel will turn [to G-d] in 
teshuva,... and immediately, she will 

be redeemed.”

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe, 10 Tevet, 
5752-1991)
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Bal Harbour Fl. First City In 
The US To Pass Anti-BDS Law
By Gabriel Groisman 

After two public readings, the Village 
Council of Bal Harbour unanimously 
passed an ordinance prohibiting the 

Village from contracting with any business 
unless the contract includes a representation 
that the business is not currently engaged in, 
and will not engage in, the boycott of a person 
or an entity based in or doing business with a 
country or jurisdiction with which the United 
States has free trade or other agreements. This 
Anti-BDS Ordinance is aimed at ensuring open 
and nondiscriminatory trade with partners, 
such as the State of Israel. Under this ground-
breaking ordinance, any business which 
FRQWUDFWV�ZLWK� WKH�9LOODJH��PXVW�ˉUVW� UHSUHVHQW�
that it is “not currently engaged in…, and will 
not engage in the [b]oycott of a person or an 
entity based in or doing business with an ‘Open 
Trade Jurisdiction.’” (An Open Trade Jurisdiction 
LV� GHˉQHG� LQ� WKH� RUGLQDQFH� DV� :RUOG� 7UDGH�
Organization members and those countries 
with which the United States has free trade 
or other agreements aimed at ensuring open 
and nondiscriminatory trade regulations.) The 
ordinance is similar to SB 86, a bill sponsored by 
Florida State Senator Joe Negron, which recently 
passed unanimously through a Florida Senate 
budget panel.

&RXQFLOPDQ� *DEULHO� *URLVPDQ�� ZKR� ˉUVW�
presented the Bal Habour Village Ordinance in 
September, shared the following remarks:

Bal Harbour has a history of discrimination, which 

residents of years past fought hard to change. 
There was a time where African-American and 
Jews were not permitted to even own homes 
in Bal Harbour. Thankfully, these practices have 
changed, and Bal Harbour is now a symbol of 
diversity and success in the State of Florida. 
Given our history, we have a responsibility to be 
leaders on these very issues.

Recently, we have seen the increase in efforts 
to boycott and otherwise discriminate on the 
basis of nationality and ethnicity. Leading this 
effort is a bigoted campaign to delegitimize the 
democratic State of Israel, through a movement 
called “BDS,” which leads efforts to boycott, 
divest and sanction businesses, academics and 
persons from, or doing business in, the State 
of Israel. Make no mistake about it, the BDS 
movement is a global propaganda campaign 
against Israel, that serves as thin cover for anti-
Semitism – the levels of which we have not 
seen in the Western World in over 60 years.

This ordinance will protect the economic and 
social interests of the citizens of Bal Harbour, 
who widely reject discriminatory business 
practices, especially when they are funded in any 
way by public taxpayer money. This ordinance 
will require any entity that enters into a contract 
with Bal Harbour to certify that they are not 
boycotting, and will not boycott, or divest from a 
legitimate, recognized US trade partner.

The ordinance will further send a strong 
message to the private sector that the Village of 
Bal Harbour will not do business with companies 
who practice ethnic, religious, racial or national-
origin discrimination.

Bal Harbour has now made its citizens’ voice 
heard. Our city will continue to be a leader in the 
6WDWH�RI�)ORULGD�DQG� LQ� WKH�&RXQWU\� LQ�ˉJKWLQJ�
against discrimination and bigotry; not just in 
business and tourism, but also in social issues of 
the day, such as BDS.  

:H�DUH�WKH�̄ UVW�PXQLFLSDOLW\�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��DV�IDU�
as I know, to take such a strong and important 
stand against the BDS movement. This is a 
proud day for the Village of Bal Harbour.

The Council voted 5-0 in support of the 
ordinance. The Council consists of Mayor 
Martin Packer, Assistant Mayor Patricia Cohen, 
Councilman Jamie Sanz, Councilman Seth Salver, 
and Councilman Gabriel Groisman.

Recently In The News 
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Moshiach

Our rabbis, of blessed memory, 
envisioned the end of our Exile 
as a period in which the Jewish 
people would have to endure 
many troubles and sorrows, a 
time referred to as “the birth-
pangs of the Moshiach.” That 
is why, in our daily prayers 
we entreat G-d “that our eyes 
should see Your return to Zion 
with mercy.” We long for the time 
when our own eyes will witness 
the return to Zion, but we ask 
G-d to make it come about in a 
merciful way, one in which we 
will be able to withstand the 

pre-Messianic tribulations.

(Imrei Tzadikim)

*******

We can conceive of the Tenth 
of Tevet - when the walls of 
Jerusalem were breached by 
Nebuchadnezzer, leading to the 
ultimate destruction of the First 
Holy Temple - as the beginning of 
the process of the construction 
of the Third Holy Temple. The 
process of destruction which 
began on that day was intended 
to ultimately lead to the building 

of the Third Holy Temple.

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe,
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SPONSORED IN HONOR OF THE SALZHAUER FAMILY

7:15 - 8:30 PM
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��

IT’S THE BEST

#SELFIE
YOU’LL EVER TAKE.

�³��°

IS A WEEKLY THINK CLUB—A WARM AND SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

FOR TEENS TO DISCOVER THEIR UNIQUE VOICE, DEBATE ISSUES 

THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO THEM, AND BUILD A FOUNDATION OF 

VALUES AND SKILLS TO CARRY THEM FOR LIFE.

jli teens 
discovery program  

 
 

 

��

COMPLICATED ME 
Face your demons head-on as you get a true-to-life snapshot of what’s lurking beneath your mask.

You won’t get all the answers. But you will get to discuss fascinating theories and case studies in 
psychology along with powerful Jewish insights to help figure yourself out, for yourself. Explore 
who you are, who you’re not, and who you can become in Complicated Me, a new six-session 
series for teens from the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute.

WHEN:
Tuesday 745PM

WHERE:
JYZZa�RYdeYf�k�KhY[]�
)+))�1.l`�Kl�
Bay Harbour Islands

FREE!! With Awesome Dinner

>GJ�EGJ=�AF>GJE9LAGF�HD=9K=�;GFL9;L2
JYZZa�K`Yqc]]�>YjcYk`�%�+(-&0.0&),))
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Are you a Shul Partner?

Are you ready to move to a higher 
level of participation?

Contact: 
Max Benoliel 305.785.7131  

Mitch Feldman 786.556.5425
Greg Levine 305.975.4199

B”H

Hashem’s Minyan.......
Malchut....................
Nosi.........................
Hashem’s Name..........
Yesod.......................
Sholom.....................
Lamed Lamed Vavnik.............
Geulah.......................
Keter Torah.................
Chessed......................
Chai...........................

$100,000 annually
  $54,000 annually
  $36,000 annually
  $26,000 annually
  $18,000 annually
  $13,600 annually
  $10,000 annually  $10,000 annually
    $7,200 annually
    $5,400 annually
    $3,600 annually
    $1,800 annually

THE SHUL IS GROWING & WE NEED YOUR HELP!

a true partner according to the Torah is not one that has a separate part 
of a whole, but rather, one who has an undivided part in every aspect.
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Seniors Social Hour

The Shul's

Every Wednesday at 12:30 pm

The story of the Russian-born,
Wisconsin-raised woman who rose to
become Israel's prime minister in the

late 1960s and early 1970s.

This Week's Film

GOLDA
(Episode Two: 120 minutes)
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The Aleph Institute
Serving Jews in institutional and limited environments

To contribute to The Aleph Institute’s programs, or to volunteer your time, please call 305.864.5553 www.alephinstitute.org
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In A Woman’s World
Issues of relevance to the Jewish Woman

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

Weekly Classes
Monday
Women’s Study Group  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar        8:00 - 10:00  pm
At the home of : Mrs. Renee Grossman
Royal Embassy, 5750 Collins Avenue, Unit 7A, Miami Beach, FL  
Tuesday
Prayer Class  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar                       9:15 - 10:15  am
1111 Kane Concourse Suite 618     

Tanya Class In Spanish Mrs. Vivian Perez                   2:00  -  2:30  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Torah Portion In Spanish Mrs Vivian Perez                2:30  -  3:45  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 
Wednesday
Morning Torah Class      Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar    10:00  - 11:00 am
The weekly portion - Women’s Perspective
Haime Library

Tanya Class in English   Mrs. Vivian Perez                1:00  -  3:00  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming 
and classes geared toward women in the community. Our 
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds 
together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, 

body and soul. Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!

 
If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 

please call 305. 868.1411

Directions

1. Grease an 8 x 8” square pan with cooking spray. 

2. Combine popcorn, coarsely chopped almonds, and dried cranberries 
in a large bowl. 

3. Bring honey and coconut oil to a boil in a medium saucepan over 
medium heat. Once the edges are boiling, continue to boil for three 
minutes (it will foam up pretty well, and that’s ok!), stirring occasionally. 

4. Once ready, take the honey syrup off of the heat and pour directly 
over the popcorn mixture (if you let it sit in the pan, it might burn). Use 
a large spatutal to evenly coat the popcorn, nuts and cranberries with 
the syrup, making sure to watch your hands (this mixture is hot), and 
VFUDSH�DOO�RI�WKH�V\UXS�DQG�QXWV�FUDQEHUULHV�WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�́ RDWHG�WR�
the bottom of the bowl up and through the mixture. 

5. Once combined, pour mixture into greased pan and press down with 
hands. It will look like a lot of popcorn, but just keep pressing until it 
LV�́ DW�DQG�HYHQ��

6. Heat chocolate in a glass bowl in the microwave on high for 45 
seconds. Add two tablespoons almond butter, then heat in 15 second 
intervals, stirring after each interval with a fork, until chocolate is 
melted and evenly combined. 

7. Use a spoon to lightly pour mixture in a criss cross pattern over the 
bars. Put in the refrigerator to cool for at least 15 minutes.  

ALMOND CRANBERRY POPCORN BARS  
WITH ALMOND BUTTER DRIZZLE
 By Callie Blount

INGREDIENTS
10 cups popped popcorn (I like the canola oil variety)
1/2 cup good quality honey
2 tablespoons coconut oil
1 cup coarsely chopped roasted, salted almonds
1/3 to 2/3 cup dried cranberries (or dried fruit of 
your choice)
2 tablespoons almond butter
1.75 ounces chocolate of your choice (I used hazelnut 
milk chocolate for this recipe)

Cooking Corner
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Les enjeux de la paracha 
Vayigach
à la lumière de la ‘Hassidout
Basé sur les enseignements du Rabbi de Loubavitch

Dans la paracha Vayigach, nous sommes 
témoins de la réconciliation entre Joseph et 
ses frères et des retrouvailles entre Joseph 

et son père Jacob. La tension dramatique amorcée 
dans la paracha Vayéchev connaît maintenant son 
dénouement. La famille élue est de nouveau au 
FRPSOHW� HW� -DFRE� SHXW� HQˉQ� HVS«UHU� FRQVDFUHU� OH�
reste de sa vie à préparer ses descendants à leur 
destinée, celle de devenir la nation qui méritera de 
recevoir la Torah, qui sera leur guide et outil pour 
accomplir le but ultime de la création : transformer 
le monde en la demeure souhaitée par D.ieu.

De plus, une importante intrigue secondaire trouve 
HVW�«JDOHPHQW�U«VROXH�GDQV�FHWWH�SDUDFKD���OH�FRQˊLW�
idéologique entre Joseph, d’une part, et tous ses 
frères (menés par Judah), de l’autre.

/H�FRQˊLW�VSLULWXHO�TXL�RSSRVDLW�-RVHSK�¢�-XGDK�DYDLW�
pour objet leurs approches respectives, chacun 
SHQVDQW�TXH�OD�VLHQQH�VHUYLUDLW�OH�SOXV�HIˉFDFHPHQW�
la cause de la diffusion de la conscience de D.ieu. 
Joseph était en faveur d’un engagement proactif 
dans le monde, en exploitant ses institutions, sa 
culture, sa technologie et son énergie émotionnelle 
pour la sainteté. Ses frères, sous la direction de Judah, 
préféraient s’éloigner du monde et de ses tentations 
et périls, choisissant de consacrer leur existence à 
l’accroissement de leur propre sainteté, inspirant 
par ce biais le reste de l’humanité à se joindre à 
eux et à les suivre sur ce chemin. Ces préférences 
GLYHUJHQWHV�GH�-RVHSK�HW�GH�VHV�IUªUHV�VH�UHˊ«WDLHQW�
dans leurs occupations respectives : alors que 
Joseph était devenu un administrateur et un homme 
d’État chevronné, considérablement investi dans des 
préoccupations matérielles, ses frères avaient choisi 
d’être bergers, n’ayant que de maigres contacts 
avec la société et disposant de temps considérable 
pour méditer sur la grandeur de la nature et pour 
communier avec D.ieu.

Bien que chacune de ces deux approches possédât 
ses qualités propres, Jacob avait montré qu’il 
préférait celle de Joseph, comme nous l’avons lu 
précédemment. Cependant, bien que Jacob eût 
raison de reconnaître que l’approche de Joseph est 
plus essentielle dans la lutte contre le parti pris 
négatif du monde à l’égard de la divinité, celle de 
Judah est tout aussi essentielle et est, en réalité, 
complémentaire à celle de Joseph.

Le point faible de l’approche de Joseph est qu’elle 

laisse trop de place à la vanité. Quelle que soit 
l’ampleur de notre dévouement à D.ieu et de notre 
engagement à mener à bien la mission qu’Il nous 
D�FRQˉ«��OH�IDLW�P¬PH�TXH�QRXV�GHYLRQV�\�HPSOR\HU�
notre propre intelligence, notre créativité, notre 
ingéniosité, notre force d’entreprendre et notre 
courage pour mener à bien notre mission divine peut 
laisser s’installer en nous un sentiment exacerbé 
d’autosatisfaction. En dehors de son effet nuisible 
sur notre propre évolution spirituelle et sur notre 
relation avec D.ieu, cette autosatisfaction contrecarre 
également nos efforts dans la sensibilisation 
GH� OȠKXPDQLW«� DX� GLYLQ�� FDU� P¬PH� OD� SOXV� LQˉPH�
présence d’orgueil dans notre propre psyché nous 
HPS¬FKH�GH�OȠLGHQWLˉHU�GDQV�QRWUH�HQYLURQQHPHQW�
et de l’éradiquer. Ce fut là la raison profonde, la 
raison spirituelle, pour laquelle Joseph fut incapable 
d’acquérir les terres des prêtres idolâtres lorsqu’il 
prit possession de l’ensemble du royaume d’Égypte.

Judah, de son côté, incarnant l’aspiration 
désintéressée à se fondre dans la présence de D.ieu. 
Quand nous adoptons son attitude, nos interactions 
DYHF� OH�PRQGH� VRQW� DORUV� HPSUHLQWHV� GH� VDFULˉFH�
de soi, c’est-à-dire de dévouement à la volonté de 
'�LHX� VDQV� DXFXQH� DUULªUH�SHQV«H� GH� JORULˉFDWLRQ�
personnelle ou d’inquiétude au sujet d’éventuelles 
répercussions. L’alliance du désintéressement de 
Judah et de la vaillance de Joseph nous permet 
donc d’exercer tous les talents que D.ieu nous a 
donnés, sans devenir la proie d’une dangereuse 
autosatisfaction.

C’est la raison pour laquelle cette paracha est 
nommée Vayigach (« il s’approcha »), se référant à la 
façon dont Judah s’approcha de Joseph. Pour pouvoir 
assurer le succès de notre mission, nous autres, les 
« Joseph », devons permettre aux « Judah » de nous 
approcher et de nous compléter.

Comme nous l’avons vu, la raison pour laquelle 
Jacob préférait Joseph et ses qualités à Judah et aux 
siennes était qu’il avait compris que ce seraient les 
qualités de Joseph qui permettraient au peuple juif 
de survivre, de s’épanouir et d’accomplir son destin 
durant son long voyage vers les temps messianiques. 
Toutefois, lorsque ce but sera atteint, il ne sera plus 
nécessaire d’accorder la prééminence à Joseph et 
à son approche, car le désintéressement de Judah 
constituera alors notre conscience dominante. C’est 
la raison pour laquelle Judah est l’ancêtre direct du 
Machia’h : c’est cette qualité en particulier qui nous 
fera passer de la mentalité de l’exil à celle de la 
Rédemption.

En fait, à mesure que nous nous approchons de la 
Rédemption, la balance penche progressivement 

en faveur de Judah. D’une part, nous constatons que 
OH�PRQGH�GHYLHQW�DX�ˉO�GX�WHPSV�GH�SOXV�HQ�SOXV�
réceptif au message du Judaïsme ; parallèlement, les 
REVWDFOHV�TXL�UHQGLUHQW�OD�YLH�MXLYH�VL�GLIˉFLOH�GDQV�
de si nombreuses parties du monde et pendant si 
longtemps sont en train de disparaître. D’autre part, 
SOXV�OH�PDO�VHQW�VD�̄ Q�DSSURFKHU��SOXV�VRQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�
à la sainteté devient féroce. C’est pourquoi 
l’antisémitisme et la hargne antireligieuse sont 
également en plein essor, sans parler de la séduction 
croissante exercée par toutes les formes de plaisirs 
matériels. En une telle époque, notre seule défense 
SRVVLEOH�HVW�XQH�ERQQH�GRVH�GH�VHQV�GX�VDFULˉFH�GH�
soi de Judah.

$VVXU«PHQW�� OH�VHQV�GX�VDFULˉFH�IXW�HVVHQWLHO�SRXU�
nous durant notre long exil. Sans cette qualité 
nous n’aurions pu survivre à ses horreurs. Plus 
encore, le sincère dévouement à l’accomplissement 
de la volonté de D.ieu par la pratique de Ses 
commandements est ce qui a graduellement, mais 
FRQWLQXHOOHPHQW� UDIˉQ«� OD� U«DOLW«� PDW«ULHOOH� DX�
point ou le monde est désormais prêt pour l’ordre 
nouveau qui sera introduit par la Rédemption. En 
FH�VHQV��OȠDSSURFKH�GH�-XGDK�YHUV�-RVHSK�SU«ˉJXUDLW�
la Rédemption : lorsqu’il approcha Joseph, il 
ignorait que c’était son frère, mais en exigeant un 
comportement éthique de celui qu’il pensait être 
un despote immoral, Judah suscita la révélation de 
la vérité.

La leçon qu’il convient de tirer de la paracha 
Vayigach est donc de maintenir l’équilibre adéquat 
entre la créativité et l’abnégation, en se rappelant 
toujours que la clé pour surmonter à la fois notre exil 
personnel et notre exil général est de cultiver l’état 
d’esprit de la Rédemption. Ne pas fuir notre destinée, 
mais plutôt assumer notre rôle d’ambassadeurs de 
la Torah dans le monde nous permet de survivre à 
l’exil et de hâter la Rédemption, ce qui aura pour 
conséquence d’apporter l’unité et la paix à toute 
l’humanité.

French Connection
Reflexions sur la Paracha

Vivre avec la paracha

L`mjk\Yqk�Yl�)*&((�af�l`]�@Yae]�DaZjYjq
;dYkk]k�Ydl]jfYl]�Z]lo]]f�l`]�^gddgoaf_�l]Y[`]jk2

<j&�@YffY�:Yjgmc
Rabbi Amar

JYZZa�>jYfc^gjl]j
JYZZa�?YfkZmj_

FOR WOMEN ONLY

Classes
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El Falso Enemigo
Por Yanki Tauber

Básicamente, hay dos maneras de mover un 
objeto de un lugar a otro. Uno puede tomar 
el camino directo: moverlo en línea recta 

desde el punto A hacia el B. O puede tomar la 
ruta indirecta: volar de Buenos Aires a San Pablo 
vía Madrid, o disparar un e-mail catorce veces 
alrededor del globo para que le llegue al tipo en 
el próximo cubículo.

Ahora miremos la historia de Iosef y sus 
hermanos. El propósito del ejercicio, estamos 
todos de acuerdo, era mover a Jacob y a los 
setenta miembros de su casa, desde Hebron, 
Canaan a la tierra de Egipto (aproximadamente 
200 millas en línea recta por la península del 
Sinai). Allí, en Egipto, la primera familia de judíos 
experimentaría el estado de galut (exilio, fuera 
de lugar, sumisión a la ley extranjera) como fue 
profetizado su abuelo Abraham en el “Pacto entre 
las partes”. La experiencia los prepararía para los 
próximos mil años de historia judía, mayoría de 
los cuales sufrirían desafíos y oportunidades del 
galut.

Y esto es como Di-s (quien ciertamente tiene la 
opción de la ruta directa disponible para Él) hizo 
que pasara:

Hizo que Jacob se enamorase de Rajel. Luego 
arregló las cosas para que Jacob se engañe y 
VH� FDVH� FRQ� /HD� HQ� YH]� GH�5DMHO� �DO� ˉQDO�� -DFRE�
consigue casarse con Rajel también). Unos 
celos permanentes entre Iosef (el hijo de Rajel 
y preferido de su padre) y los hijos de Lea (más 
grandes, numerosos, y un poco molestos por la 
situación). Iosef es vendido como esclavo por sus 
hermanos y languidece en un calabozo durante 
una docena de años, antes de convertirse en 
YLUUH\�GH�(JLSWR��HO�JREHUQDQWH�P£V�HˉFD]�GH�OD�
nación más poderosa en la tierra. Una hambruna 
en la Tierra de Canaan compele a los hermanos 
a buscar comida en Egipto y se someten a las 
maquinaciones crueles del gobernante egipcio. 
Sólo que realmente no es un egipcio (es 
Iosef) y realmente no está siendo cruel (está 
enseñándoles una lección de amor fraternal). 
Iosef los empuja al límite, al punto de tener que 
elegir entre dejar a Benjamín (el otro hijo de 

Rajel) o enfrentarse al hombre que tiene el poder 
entero de Egipto. Los hermanos, liderados por 
Judá, se niegan a ser intimidados y confrontan el 
“egipcio”. A estas alturas, Iosef revela su identidad 
y los invita todos a establecerse en Egipto.

&ODUR��WX�H�PDLO�ˉQDOPHQWH�OOHJµ�DO�HVFULWRULR�GH�
tu colega. Para algunos esto sería la única cosa 
que importa. Pero el más inquisitivo de entre 
nosotros preguntará: ¿por qué tenía que viajar 
vía Tallahassee, Bangkok, Kiev y Pretoria para 
llegar allí?

Pero primero debemos preguntar: ¿Qué es el 
galut? Si entendiéramos qué es el galut, quizás 
también entenderíamos por qué llegamos ahí de 
la manera en que lo hicimos.

El verdadero logro sólo es posible bajo condiciones 
de libertad absoluta. Una persona debe estar por 
completo en control de su vida, libre de cualquier 
tipo de constreñimiento y estorbos. Pero estar “en 
control” trae complacencia y pereza espiritual; 
sólo cuando hay desafío y opresión, cuando se 
está compelido a resistir y batallar venciendo las 
circunstancias, hace que el ser humano se eleve y 
muestre su verdadero potencial.

Ésta es la paradoja del galut. Para que el galut 
funcione, debe ser real--debemos experimentar 
las fuerzas externas, ajenas a nuestra naturaleza y 
PLVLµQ�HQ�OD�YLGD��FRQVWUL³«QGRQRV��GHVDˉ£QGRQRV�
y obligándonos a utilizar nuestras reservas más 
profundas de fortaleza y compromiso. Pero para 

que el galut funcione debe ser falso. Debemos 
ser libres en esencia, por muy esclavizante que 
sea la “experiencia” del galut.

Y así fue que comenzó el galut: con la “opresión” 
de los hijos de Israel por el gobernante de 
Egipto. Cuando los hermanos estaban de pie 
delante Iosef, experimentaron las paredes del 
poder egipcio que los rodeaba, privándolos de 
su libertad, haciéndolos dependientes del virrey 
SDUD�VX�SURSLD�VXEVLVWHQFLD��GHVDˉDQGR�OHDOWDGHV�
entre ellos. Al mismo tiempo, una verdad cubrió 
OD� VXSHUˉFLH� P£V� DOO£� GH� OD� UHDOLGDG� GH� OD�
VXSHUˉFLH��OD�YHUGDG�TXH�WRGR�HV�XQD�IDUVD��XQD�
ˉFFLµQ�DXWR�IDEULFDGD��TXH�HQ�FXDOTXLHU�PRPHQWR�
la máscara caerá y el “gobernante de Egipto” se 
revelará como su propia carne y sangre.

Y así es también con los desafíos diarios que 
enfrentamos como pueblo y como individuos. 
Éstos son muy reales--reales en que exigen 
de nosotros lo mejor. Al mismo tiempo son 
absolutamente falsos--invenciones de nuestra 
propia fabricación, proyecciones de nuestras 
propias ilusiones, sombras de nuestra propia luz. 
Necesitamos sólo pararnos frente a ellos con la 
FRQˉDQ]D�GH�QXHVWUR�SRGHU�LQKHUHQWH�\�OLEHUWDG��
y la máscara invariablemente caerá.

Latin Link
Reflexion Semanal

Parasha de la Semana

Clases y Eventos
Porcion Semenal

Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
Lunes 8:45 pm - 9:45 pm

2UGHQ�GH�UH]RV�GLDULRV�\�VX�VLJQLˉFDGR�PLVWLFR�

(Para Mujeras)
Sra. Vivian Perez

Martes 1:45 pm - 3:00 pm
198 Park Dr. Bal Harbour

Por favor llamar al 305.213.3202
SDUD�FRQˉUPDU

Kolel Espanol
Rabbi Shlomi Halsband

Miercoles 8:30 - 10:00 pm
Domingo 8:30 - 10:00 pm

Sra. Vivian Perez
Jueves 11:00 am -12:30 pm

Chabad of Aventura
21001 Biscayne Blvd. Aventura
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PAID ADVERTISEMEnTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REGECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

CITADEL REALTY, LLC.
Raquel Sragowicz  Cell: 305.588.2481  Email: raquelsold@aol.com

Surfside waterfront 2 story house: 5 Beds, 5 Baths: 4,765 
SQFT $2,995,000
Bay Harbor Exclusive: The Riva 9400 W. Bay Harbor Dr. 3 Beds, 
3.5 Baths all decorated by Artefacto $1,580,000
The Waves: # 1105  2 Beds in Suite, 3 Full Baths, 1,510 s/f., Kosher Kitchen, 
South exposure w/ Ocean & City views. Low maintenance. $ 799,000
Rentals: 
Surfside: Marbella # 201 - 3 Beds, 2 baths, Oceanfront views, Fully furnished 
for 6 months $4,800/M
Bay Harbor: Harbor Chalet # 104 - 2 Beds, 1 Bath, Fully furnished $1,600/M 
yearly rental

NOW OPEN IN CAUSEWAY SQUARE 

Rasciel Socarras, MD Moises Haratz, MD Ann Marie Wong, MD 

Address 
�����1(����UG�6WUHHW��

6XLWH�����
1RUWK�0LDPL��)/��������
Phone: �������������

tĞ͛ƌĞ�,ĞƌĞ�tŚĞŶ�zŽƵ�EĞĞĚ�hƐ�
ǁǁǁ͘ƉĞĚŝĂƚƌŝĐĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ͘ĐŽŵ�

Office Hours 
0RQGD\�WKURXJK�)ULGD\��
�����D�P��WR������S�P��

6DWXUGD\��
�����D�P��WR�������S�P��

EĞǁ�WĂƟĞŶƚƐ�
tĞůĐŽŵĞ�

Jonathan Malka, MD 
            Allergist 

Beyond Infinity Tutoring

(305) 775-9059
)L`VUK0UÄUP[`;\[VYPUN'NTHPS�JVT

Danielle Klahr, M.S. of Education

• Middle School Math 

• Algebra 

• Geometry 

• Precalculus    

• Calculus

• Test Preparation

Math is everywhere.  
Do you want to have a future?Invest today.  
Study and REALLY learn. We can help you.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REGECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

Bay Harbor Office
Tel: (305) 615-5722  | www.BayHarborDentist yr .com

A state-of-the-art office with car attentive 
service  satisfying all y

Key Biscayne Office
   Tel: (305) 361-2096 |  www.KeyBiscayneSmiles.com

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REGECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.
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98C�?8I9FLI�:FE;F�FE�K?<�9<8:?
Fne\i�Dfk`mXk\[#�?\i\�`j�Pfli�
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IS COMING TO

For Contact Lieba Jacobson | E: info@pickawig.com T: 866.742.5944

MIAMI EVENT
SUNDAY DECEMBER 20TH

BETH ISRAEL CONG.
770 WEST 40TH STREET
11AM - 6PM

BOCA EVENT
MONDAY DECEMBER 21ST

BOCA RATON SYNAGOGUE
7900 MONTOYA CIR.

11AM - 6PM

G R A N D
PROMOTIONAL
E V E N T

HUGE SELECTION
OF PRE-CUTS

PRE-ORDER YOUR
STYLE & COLOR
1.866.742.5944
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EYrYd�Lgn�lg�<afa]�Yf\�JqYf�K`Yhajg
^gj�Z]af_�`gfgj]\�Yl�l`]�;gdd]d�;`YZY\�Afl]jfYlagfYd�9oYj\k�<aff]j�

EYq�l`]�e]jal�g^�<afa]�k�Ydmefa]�^jge�l`]�J]ZZ]�k�k[`ggd�
[gflafm]�lg�Z]�l`]�_ma\af_�^gj[]�[gff][laf_�l`]�K`Yhajg�

^Yeadq�lg��l`]�J]ZZ]�Yf\�l`]�J]ZZ]�k�K`dm[`ae&&&&

JqYf$�?j]Yl�Kh]][`$�H]j^][l�<]dan]jq$�^gj�Y�
DYfcq��^]ddgo�
o`g�[Yf�jmf�Y�-&+(�Ead]�qgmj�hgklmj]�oYk�Y�Zal�g^^�&&&&&

O]�Yj]�hjgm\�lg�Z]�qgmj�^ja]f\k&
�EYq�qgm�_g�^jge�Klj]f_l`�lg�Klj]f_l`

Love 
:gjm[`�Yf\�l`]�j]kl�g^�l`]�<m[`eYf�^Yeadq�

 o`g�eakk]\�hmllaf_�Yf�Y\�af�l`]�<aff]j�BgmjfYd!
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Board of Trustees
Ambassador Isaac Gilinski - Chairman
Simon Falic
Sidney Feltenstein
Matias Garfunkel
Jaime Gilinski
Max Gilinski
Saul Gilinski
Sam Greenberg

Abel Holtz 
Mike Izak
Alberto Kamhazi
Shmuel Katz M.D.
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Lazer Milstein
Michael Perez
Claudio Stivelman
Morris Tabacinic

Albert Pollans - President
Jaime Gilinski  
David Lichter
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Monroe Milstein - Treasurer

Mitchell Feldman - Chair
Janice Barney
Joel Baum CPA
Steven M. Dunn
Maurice Egozi
Bruce Gelb
Daniel Gielchinsky

Evelyn Katz
David Lichter
Rabbi Sholom Dovber Lipskar 
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Ryan Shapiro
Marc Sheridan
Eric P. Stein

Rabbi     Rabbi Sholom Lipskar  Ext 315
Associate Rabbi   Rabbi Zalman Lipskar  Ext 345
Rabbi’s Executive Assistant  Ms. Lydia Hasson  Ext 311
Rebbetzin    Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 305.992.8363
JLAC / Adult Ed/ Singles  Rabbi Shea Rubinstein Ext 342
CYS College / Kolel   Rabbi Dov Schochet  305.790.8294
Accounting    Mrs. Geri Kelly   Ext 341
Controller    Mrs. Janice Barney  Ext 318
2IˉFH�0DQDJHU� � � 0V��6WDF\�:D[PDQ� � ([W����
(YHQWV���2IˉFH�$VVLVWDQW� � 0UV��0LOHQD�/LDVFRYLW]�� ([W����
Youth Director / Dinner   Mrs Devorah Leah Andrusier Ext 329
Youth Director    Rabbi Shaykee Farkash Ext 329
Operations / Maintenance  Mr. Shlomi Katan  Ext 319
Marketing / Online / Web   Mr. Jay Spok   Ext 339
Reception / Accounts Payable  Mrs. Mindy Natoli  Ext 0
Mikvah     Mrs. Devorah Failer  305.323.2410
Pre-School    Chana or Esti   Ext 325
Sephardic Minyan   Chazan Shimshon Tzubeli 305.790.4634
Hebrew School / Editor  Mrs. Aurit Katan  786.382.9006
Hashkama Minyan   Mr. Lazer Milstein  305.349.3040
Mashgiach    Mr. Mordechai Olesky  786.262.9115 

Foundation Trustees

Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Contacts at The Shul 305.868.1411

Numbers to know

Shul Gaboim

Mr. Andrew Roth
Mr. David Portnoy

Rabbi Henry Eichler
Mr. Ettai Einhorn

Mr. David Ben-Arie
Mr. Seth Salver

Mitch Feldman - President
Eric Stein - Vice President
Joel Baum,  CPA - Treasurer
Devorah Leah Andrusier
Carolyn Baumel
Max Benoliel
Jose Biton
Eli Dominitz
Maurice Egozi
Henry Eichler
Daniel Gielchinsky
Jacob J. Givner
Gregory Levine

David Lichter
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar
Rabbi Sholom Dovber Lipskar
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Orit Osman
Yaakov Saidof
David Schottenstein
Daniel Shapiro
Ryan Shapiro
Daniel Sragowicz
Cynthia Stein
Jose Yankelevitch
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Derech Mitzvosecha Rabbi Zalman Lipskar 6:20 - 6:50 am

Daf Yomi Rabbi Dov Schochet 7:45 - 8:45 am

Chok L’Yisrael - Sephardic Custom Reb Shimshon Tzubeli 8:45 am

Chassisdic Discourses of The Rebbe Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 10:15 - 11:00 am

Community Kollel (Men) (Monday & Thursday) Shul Rabbis and Kolel 8:00 - 9:30 pm

Daf Yomi (Men) Rabbi Dov Schochet 9:00 am

Tanya - Sichos Rabbi Shlomo Haltzband 8:00 - 10:00 pm

In Depth Chumash Study Rabbi Dov Schochet 1:30 pm

Insights to our daily prayers  (Spanish) Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 8:45 - 9:45 pm

Women’s Study Group
At the home of: Mrs. Renee Grossman
Royal Embassy, 5750 Collins Ave, Unit 7A, Miami Beach,

Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 8:15 - 10:00 pm

Senior Jewish History Rabbi Shalom Katz 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Senior Torah Academy
Pirkei Avos

Rabbi Dov Schochet 12:00 - 1: pm

Tanya Class in Spanish (Women) Mrs. Vivian Perez, 198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 2:00 - 2:30 pm

Torah Portion Class in Spanish (Women) Mrs. Vivian Perez, 198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 2:30 - 3:45 pm

Morning Torah Class (Women) - Weekly Parsha Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 10:00 - 11:30 am

In Depth Tanya Class ( Men & Women) Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar 11:30 am -12:30 pm

Tanya Class in English Mrs. Vivian Perez, 198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 1:00  - 2:00 pm

Spanish Kolel - Chassidus Rabbi Shlomo Halsband 8:00 - 10:00 pm

Parsha (Men and Women) Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 11:15 - 12:00 am

Senior Torah Academy for Men & Women (Main 
Sanctuary) Book of Judges - Years 2780 -2835

Rabbi Dov Schochet 12:00 - 1:00 pm

Tanya In Spanish (Women) Mrs. Vivian Perez
(Chabad of Aventura, 21001 Biscayne Blvd)

11:00 am - 1:00 pm

ALL CLASSES LOCATED AT THE SHUL UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.

Daily Study
A complete guide to all classes and courses offered at The Shul
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The Shul Menorah Parade and Israel party was  a great success. Almost 100 cars with Menorahs on the roof, music playing and 

children cheering paraded through the streets of Surfside, Bal Harbour and Bay Harbor. The parade ended at The Shul where 

everyone enjoyed delicious Israeli food, a BMX stunt show, music and games.



GROW

the time has come to

TheShul.org/NewBuilding

B"H


