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Parshas Ki Teitzei  - Chai Elul

“
When you will go out to battle 

upon your enemies and G-d 

your G-d will deliver them 

into your hand and you capture, 

their captives”.  Though this verse 

relates to an actual war that Israel 

wages against bordering corrupted 

states that are immoral, unethical 

and idolatrous, it also applies to 

our individual battles that we 

personally wage in our own life 

and condition.  The Torah having 

eternal value as the true design of 

proper, balanced and meaningful living directs our life’s challenges 

and battles in the most optimal manner.   

The Alter Rebbe states in his monumental Chassidic work on the 

Torah “Likutei Torah (Parsha Ki Teitzei – Pg. 34 Column 3) “this war 

in our personal battle is manifest in our prayer – as the statement 

of the Zohar “the time of prayer is a time of war”.  (There are other 

textual sources that equate our prayer to G-d to war.)

As in war, we seek to overcome, subdue and conquer our adversary 

DQG� WKHQ� KDUQHVV� WKHLU� HQHUJ\� WR� SURGXFH� EHQHˉFLDO� DQG� JRRG�
results, so too in prayer, we battle with our egocentric animal 

instincts that permeate our physical beings, with the objective to 

transcend the temporal physical desires that feed our self-absorbed 

pleasure principles to enable us to connect / fuse with G-d Almighty 

Himself.   This is not an easy feat.

A recent study lamented the diminishing relationship we have with 

proper prayer and that a plurality of those who come to pray do 

so with mechanistic habit and an absence of feeling or meaning. 

This certainly tells us why people speak in Synagogue.  They simply 

enjoy the conversation more than they enjoy the prayer.  When you 

enjoy the music (in a concert hall) there is no interruptive talking.

Do we pray because we have to or want to?  Let’s not underestimate 

the challenge of sitting/standing in an environment for hours 

ZDLWLQJ�LPSDWLHQWO\�IRU�WKH�VHUYLFH�WR�ˉQLVK����2I�FRXUVH�GLVFLSOLQLQJ�
our behavior to do that which is right, even when we don’t feel it, is 

fundamental and critical, but it can be very hard when you need to 

do this every day for life.

,W�LV�WUXO\�D�ZDU��2XU�SK\VLFDO�EHLQJV�\HDUQ�SK\VLFDO�UHVSRQVHV�DQG�
tangible results that speak the language of tangible materialism. 

,W�LV�VXFK�D�GLIˉFXOW�FKDOOHQJH�WKDW�WKH�7DOPXG�VWDWHV�WKDW�ȢZLWKRXW�
G-d’s help we couldn’t overcome our physical animalistic urges.”

3UD\HU�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�SLOODUV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�ZRUOG�VWDQGV���2QH�FDQQRW�
go through a day without prayer.  How do we activate ourselves 

to feel prayer in accordance to the statement “prayer is the effort 

�VHUYLFH��RI�WKH�KHDUWȣ�ȝ�DV�WKH�KDQG�LV�VDQFWLˉHG�E\�LWV�VHUYLFH�ZKHQ�
SXWWLQJ�RQ�7HˉOOLQ��JLYLQJ�FKDULW\��OHQGLQJ�D�KDQG�WR�VRPHRQH�ZKR�
LV�QHHG\��ZRUNLQJ�KRQHVWO\�HWF��VR�WRR�LV�WKH�KHDUW�VDQFWLˉHG�E\�LWV�
service (beside pumping blood) which is prayer.

When you comprehend the texts of the prayers or pray in a language 

you understand, knowing that G-d is actually with you as you are 

speaking/pleading/beseeching Him, it becomes an interactive 

relationship that is key to praying.  You know and trust that the 

Ȣ2QHȣ�WR�ZKRP�\RX�DUH�VSHDNLQJ�QRW�RQO\�KDV�WKH�DELOLW\�DQG�SRZHU�
to grant your requests but actually holds your very life in His hands.  

You also know and trust that He hears and listens to your every 

word, every thought, and every feeling. You also know that though 

\RX�DUH�OHVV�WKDQ�D�VSHFN�RI�GXVW�UHODWLYH�WR�WKH�,QˉQLWH�3UHVHQFH�
and Power of G-d, He loves you as elderly parents love an only child.  

You open the inner aperture of your heart and then commence to 

pray.

7KH� ZRUG�Ȣ7HˉOODKȣ� GRHV� QRW� RQO\� FRQQRWH� SUD\HU� EXW� LW� DFWXDOO\�
translates to mean – connecting/fusing/joining/bonding. It is that 

FRQFHSW�RI�7HˉOODK�WKDW�ZLOO�YLWDOL]H�LW�DQG�EULQJ�WKH�IXOˉOOPHQW�RI�
our every need and good desire from the benevolent, giving and 

loving G-d.

The best known verse whose initials are the anonym of the word 

Elul “I am to my beloved and my beloved is to me” is prayer.

Because we are bound on the highest levels - “Upon your enemies” 

we are assured success in our struggle and prayer and we merit a 

good and sweet year materially and spiritually.

Let’s try to really pray.

                                                                                                                                                            

Have a good Shabbos and a great week!

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

Thoughts on the Parsha 
from Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
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Yosef’s
Teen Boys

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Haime Library

Sholom’s
Davening With Dad

Grades: 7th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Classroom 1

Mendy’s
Tween Boys

Grades: 4th - 6th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Shmuelie’s
Junior Boys

Ages: 4 - 8

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 3

Chaya’s
Tween Girls

Grades: 6th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Itty’s
Pre Tween Girls

Grades:  2nd - 5th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classrooom 1

Yakira Leah’s
Aleph Wonder Girls

Ages: 4 - 6

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classrooom 2

Celebrating Shabbos with our Youth
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Morah Malkie’s 
Tot Shabbat

Ages: 1 - 3

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 

classrooom 2

Debbie’s
Teen Girls

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Teen Girls Room

Torah Quiz

  Mishnayos Ba’al Peh         

 After Mincha      

 Montessori 3 

GREAT PRIZES!!!
Prizes kindly sponsored by the 

Goldczer family in loving memory of
Aryeh Leib ben Zev Volf Obm

Questions:
1. Why does the Torah command us to send away the mother bird

 before taking the chicks or eggs?

2. Why is a rebellious, wayward son called a Ben Sorrer U’moreh?

3. Why do snakes have spots on their skin?

Answers for Last Week:
1. The 3 parts of the animal that must be given to a Cohen are: the 

foreleg, the jaw and the stomach. This is a reward for Pinchas taking 

the spear in his hand (foreleg), praying for the Jewish people (the 

jaw), and spearing the sinner in her stomach.

2. We blow the shofar on Rosh Chodesh Elul because on this day 

Moshe went up the mountain to receive the second tablets. So that 

WKH� -HZV� VKRXOG� QRW�PDNH� WKH� VDPH�PLVWDNH� WKH\�PDGH� WKH� ˉUVW�
time he went up, they blew the Shofar to let everyone know he went 

up. In commemoration, we blow the Shofar on this day every year.

3. A man who has built a home and not yet lived in it, planted a 

vineyard and not yet brought its fruit to Jerusalem and one who 

betrothed a woman but has not yet married her, may return home 

IURP�WKH�EDWWOHˉHOG��,Q�D�GHIHQVLYH�EDWWOH�DOO�VROGLHUV�PXVW�ˉJKW�

Prizes kindly sponsored by 
the Goldczer Family in loving Memory of 

Aryeh Leib ben Zev Volf obm
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Kiddush This Week: 
Kiddush this week is available for sponsorship

 

Shalosh Seudos This Week:
Shalosh Seudos this week is available for sponsorship

kiddushim at The Shul
Please help us to provide our weekly Shabbos Kiddush and 

6KDORVK�6HXGRV�E\�EHFRPLQJ�D�VSRQVRU��2U�MRLQ�WKH�.LGGXVK�%DQN�
by becoming a Partner ($770 annually ) or Patron ($360 anually) 

The following dates are available for sponsorship:

        Kiddush                         Shalosh Seudos 
August  29                                  August  29

Please see page 20 for High Holiday Kiddush 
sponsorship opportunities

 If you wish to become a sponsor, please speak with Stacy
at 305-868-1411 ext 313 or email swaxman@theshul.org               

              

Candle Lighting    7:19 p.m.

Mincha     7:20 p.m.

Eruv Information 
We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure

 that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is 305- 866-ERUV (3788). 
The Eruv message is recorded approximately two hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: 

The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach.  Pushing strollers and  
carrying is permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included.
 

To pay your annual dues visit: www.miamibeacheruv.com

the caterer for this week’s 
kiddush and  shalosh seudos is  

Executive Catering

Celebrating Shabbos 
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Shabbos Schedule
Early Minyan    6:10 p.m.

Candle lighting     7:33 p.m. 

Mincha  / Kabbalas Shabbos   7:35 p.m.

Shabbos Day Hashkama Minyan  7:15 a.m.

Tanya / Hayom  Yom   9:00 a.m.

Shacharis (Morning Services)  9:00 a.m.

Children’s Programs                      10:00 a.m.

Upstairs Minyan                10:30 a.m.

30 Minutes of Tanya: Classroom  #1           +/-  12:00 p.m.

With Mrs. Vivian Perez (for Women)       After Davening

Kiddush                  12:00 p.m.

Daf Yomi     7:00 p.m.

Men’s Shiur    6:30 p.m.

Women’s Shiur     6:30 p.m.

Shalosh Seudos for Boys    7:30 p.m.

Mincha      7:15 p.m.

Pirkei Avos Chapter 1 & 2

Shabbat Ends / Arvit & Havdalah  8:25 p.m.

Weekly Video of The Rebbe

 

Sephardic Minyan Friday Evening 
Mincha / Kabbalat Shabbat   7:10 p.m.

Shabbat Day Shacharit    9:00 a.m.

Class: Laws of Shabbat   6:50 p.m.

Mincha       7:10 p.m.

Shabbat Ends / Arvit & Havdalah  8:25 p.m.
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Elul 14 Mr. Dov Sassoon

Elul 14 Mr. Mendel Chocron

Elul 14 Mr. David Schwartz

Elul 14 Ms. Rita Grossman

Elul 14 Ms. Racquel Brenner

Elul 16 Mr. Michael Nyman

Elul 17 Ms. Chanah Poltorak

Elul 17 Mr. Steven Brod

Elul 18 Mr. Avrom Chaim Zelmanovitch

Elul 18 Mrs. Monique Gilinski

Elul 19 Mr. Avroham Btesh

Elul 19 Mrs. Raquel Rubin

Elul 19 Mr. Robby Mitrani

Elul 20 Mr. Moshe Shlomo Lerman

Elul 20 Mrs. Alla Weingarten

Elul 20 Ms. Nicole Brenner

Elul 20 Ms. Yonina Jacobs

Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Birthdays

 Kid’s Birthdays

Yahrtzeits
Elul 14 Rose bas Shmuel obm
 Aunt of Dr. Raymond Failer 

Elul 14 Yehuda ben Reb Yisroel Yaakov obm
 Brother of  Mr. Abe Stein 

Elul 15 Ben-Zion ben Shlomo obm
 Brother-in-Law of Mrs. Dana Werner

Elul 15 Ishaiav obm
 Father of Mr. Salomon Juroviesky 

Elul 15 Avraham HaLevi ben Aharon Zalman obm
 Grandfather of Rabbi Mendel Levy 

Elul 17 Rivkah bas Shimon obm
 Mother of Mr. Fred Farbman

Elul 17 Shmerl Moshe obm
 Father of Mr. Morris Mendal 

Elul 18 Chana bas Reb Yechiah Michal Ha’Levi obm
 Mother of Mr. Marvin Jacob 

Elul 19 Benyamin Rosenstein obm
 Father of Mr. Harold Rosenstein 

Elul 19 Ovadia David ben Mordechai obm
 Father of Mrs. Ruthy Benoliel 

Elul 20 Manes ben Naftali obm
 Father of Mr. Natan Kaufman

Elul 20 Mindel bas Noson obm
 Mother of Mr. Lenny Wolfe

Elul 14 Sara Drizin

Elul 14 Aryeh Leib Raskin

Elul 15 Sonia Zissel Ginsburg

Elul 16 Avraham Stein

Elul 16 Yaakov Mendel Handwerger

Elul 18 Israel Shneor Zalmen Weinfeld

Elul 18 Sarah Esther Kirschenbaum

Elul 19 Rochel Miriam Gilinski

Elul 19 Yakov Kopel Salzhauer

Elul 19 Rachel Davoudpour

Elul 19 Shaul Tzvi Einhorn

Elul 19 Noa Evelyn Cosiol

Elul 20 Aaron Winer

Anniversaries
Mr. & Mrs. Jack and Susan Gluck

Mr. & Mrs. Josh and Divi Greisman

Mr. & Mrs. Salomon and Debbie Btesh

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin and Marsha Raab

Mr. & Mrs Raphael and Judith Adouth

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald and Rachel Benveniste

Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Ada Polyakov

Welcome to New Members
Mr. & Mrs. Ezzy and Chana Wasserman

Mr. & Mrs. Ezriel and Rivka Duchman

Ms. Bryn Toledano

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Mr.  Daniel Gielchinsky on his appointment as Vice Chairman 

of the Surfside Coastal Issues Committee.  

Sephardic Minyan Selichot
The Sephardic Minyan will have a minyan 

for selichot every weekday morning at 7am
Sunday morning at 8am

Unveiling

The unveiling of the tombstone of Judith 
Fleishman, obm,  Mother of Mrs. Karen Azari, will 
take place on Sunday, September 6 at 10:30 am 
at Lakeside Memorial Park, 10301 NW 25th St, 
Miami, FL 33172. Your attendance will be most 

appreciated and will ensure a minyan.

Refreshments will be served following the 
ceremony at the home of Gideon and Karen 
Azari, 9740 E. Broadview Drive, Bay Harbor 

Islands FL 33154. 
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Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Thanks To Our Donors

Refuah Shleimah
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to keep 

the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

Rabbi & Mrs. M Harari

Mr. Aaron Kohan

Rabbi & Mrs. Zalman Lipskar

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mamane

Ms. Edna Pena

Mr. & Mrs. Lenny Wolfe

MEN
Mordechai David ben Esther Raizel

Yedidya Chaim Raphael ben Elana

Yehuda ben Chaya Sara

Shimon Yitzchak ben Leah Rochel

5RL�EHQ�2UO\
Tzvi Hirsch Chaim ben Guttel

Nathan Tzvi ben Sarah Rivka 

Kashiyta

Eitan Alexander ben Rashi Dina

$ORQ�EHQ�2UO\�(Israeli soldier wounded 

on Syrian border)

Alter Yisroel Boruch ben Devora

Moshe Chaim ben Clara

Hanoko ben Estrella

Aharon ben Regina

Yehudah ben Yocheved

Avraham ben Rivkah

Itamar Yerachmiel ben Michal

Menachem Mendel ben Sara

Avraham Aharon ben Rivkah

Chaim Yisroel ben Chana Tzirel

Yitzchak ben Penina

Yosef ben Yitzchak

Asher ben Rivka Devorah Hacohen

Shmuel Yitzchak ben Chaya Esther

Rephael Moshe ben Sara

Shlomo ben Zahava

Donnie el ben Sara Henya

Yosef ben Mary

Samuel ben Rebeka

WOMEN
Zilpah bat Sara

Sarah Libke bas Baila

Elana bat Susana

Fayge bat Chaya

Miriam Leah bat Helen

Frumer Ruchel bat Chaya Sarah

Rivka Geulah bat Henna Rikel

Sarah bat Zisel

Feige bat Haia

Gittel bat Sarah

6RˉD�EDW�/HDK
Neidy bat Aliza

Miriam Yehudit bat Chava

Freda bat Miriam

Dalya bat Penina

Leah bat Dina

Fayge Rachel bat Kraindel

Chaya Yaffa bat Rachel

Tzipporah bat Fruma

Mindel Chai bat Sara

Sarah bat Golda Rochel

Anat bat Simcha

Chava bat Mazal

Mazal bat Latifa

Penina bat Chaya

Sarit bat Genya

Simcha bat Esther

Chava bat Brula

Rina Haya bat Yocheved

Elul Light & Power
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations recieved between 08/18/15 and 08/24/15
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah for 
the month of Elul is Kindly Sponsored by

Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Vivian Perez
in honor of the birthdays of 

Menachem Mendel Perez and Mijael Perez. 
May Hashem bless them and protect them.”

“Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to pray, 

those who provide lights for illumination, wine for kiddush and havdalah, food 

for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those who occupy themselves 

IDLWKIXOO\�ZLWK�FRPPXQDO�DIIDLUV���PD\�7KH�+RO\�2QH��EOHVVHG�EH�+H��JLYH�WKHP�WKHLU�
reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal their entire body, pardon all their 

sins, and send blessing and success to all their endeavors, together with all Israel 

their brethren; and let us say Amen.”

The Shul Parking Garage
In  response to numerous incidents in our garage and with the 

safety of our children, members and staff foremost in mind, we 

LQVLVW� RQ� 727$/� FRPSOLDQFH� ZLWK� WKH� IROORZLQJ� UXOHV� LQ� WKH� JDUDJH�

• You must always park in a legal spot
• Do not park in handicap parking
• Do not park along the perimeter of the garage
• Do not double park
• Do not take up more than one space
• Do not block another vehicle

There is additional parking in the lots North and South of The Shul.

When cars park illegally, you take an already challenging situation 

in the garage and turn it into a near impossible and dangerous 

situation. You create more havoc, less visibility and more aggravation 

which itself contributes to the likelihood of an accident, G-d forbid.

If you are not in a legal spot
YOU WILL BE TOWED

Please Note
The North side parking lot and The Shul 

garage are closed on Shabbos and Yom Tov. 
Please do not open the barriers.

Emergency Hotline
Please call The Shul’s Emergency Hotline for 
up-to-date information regarding The Shuls 

services and programs at 844-885-9540.
 

For information regarding Tropical Storm 
Erika, please access the National Hurricane 

Center at  www.nhc.noaa.gov
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A Time to Pray
Davening schedules and locations throughout the week

Evening Kolel Schedule - Monday and Thursday 8:45 -9:30 pm

Mon & Thurs 8:45 - 10:00 pm Evening Community Kolel Chavrusah

Daily Learning Schedule at The Shul

6:20 -6:50 am Derech Mitzvosecha Foundational Chassidic Discourse R’ Zalman Lipskar

7:45 am Daf Yomi R’ Dov Schochet

8:45 am (approx) Halacha Sephardic Custom R’ Shimshon Tzubeli

10:15 - 11:00 am Maamorim Maamor of the Rebbe R’ Shea Rubinstein

Daily Chumash & Tanya after every Minyan

Shacharis Minyanim (mon - Fri)

Main Minyan 6:50 7:30 9:00
Sephardic Minyan 8:00

Sunday Shacharis Minyanim
Main Minyan 8:00 am 9:00 am

Sephardic Minyan 9:00 am

Sunday Mincha /Maariv 
Minyanim

Main Minyan 7:30 pm
Late Maariv 10:00 pm

mincha  / Maariv Minyanim (mon - Thurs)

Main Minyan 2:00 pm Early Mincha 7:30 pm 10:00 pm
Sephardic Minyan 7:30 pm Following

Halachic Times
Based on times for September 2

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:51 am
(DUOLHVW�7DOLW�	�7HˉOOLQ��������������������������DP
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                7:02 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                  10:10 am
=PDQ�7ˉOODK������������������������������������������DP
 
Chatzot / Midday                              1:20 pm
Earliest Mincha                                 1:52 pm
Plag HaMincha                                  6:20 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                               7:39 pm
(preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall            8:08 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
vary by a minute or two. 

To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces, 
courageously protecting and defending Eretz Yisroel. 

We pray for you and all of the soldiers safety 
and well being daily.

Michael Shmuel ben Eliezer Eliyahu
Amir Herzel ben Dvora Dorry

If anyone would like to send us the name of a soldier in the IDF 
we would love to add them. 
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Friday - Elul 13
The chassid R. Hendel related: It was known to 

DOO�FKDVVLGLP�WKDW�DW�RQHȠV�ˉUVW�\HFKLGXV�WKH�RUOD�
(insensitive “thick skin”) was removed. Whatever 

else, one was immediately rid of the orla of the 

heart.

Shabbos - Elul 14
From my father’s guiding instructions: Keep 

away - to the ultimate degree - from a campaign 

of attack. Not because we lack the means of 

prevailing or because of timorousness, but 

because we must consecrate all our strength 

exclusively to strengthening our own structure, 

WKH� HGLˉFH� RI�7RUDK� DQG�PLW]YRW� SHUIRUPHG� LQ�
holiness and purity. To this we must devote 

ourselves utterly, with actual mesirat nefesh, 

not merely with potential mesirat nefesh.

Sunday - Elul 15
The founding of Yeshivat Tomchei T’mimim was 

on Sunday, Elul 15, 5657 (1897).

The beginning of studies in Talmud and 

Chassidus was on Wednesday, Elul 18, 5657 

(1897).

2Q� 6LPFKDW�7RUDK�HYH�� ����� �������� DIWHU�
hakafot, my father proclaimed: The name of the 

Yeshiva is Tomchei T’mimim, and the students 

who study and conduct themselves in its spirit 

are to be called t’mimim.

Monday - Elul 16
The Alter Rebbe interpreted the statement, 

“Whoever saves a single person of (the people) 

Israel is as though he saved an entire world”: 

2QH�PXVW� SHUFHLYH� D� -HZ� DV� KH� VWDQGV� LQ� WKH�
primordial thought of Adam Kadmon. There, each 

soul stands with all the generations destined to 

descend from it until the coming of Mashiach, 

the righteous Redeemer. When one does a favor 

to an individual, it is a favor to all those souls 

until the end of all 

generations.

Tuesday - 
Elul 17
The Alter Rebbe 

interpreted 

the statement, 

“Whoever saves a 

single person of 

(the people) Israel 

is as though he 

VDYHG� DQ� HQWLUH� ZRUOGȣ�� 2QH� PXVW� SHUFHLYH� D�
Jew as he stands in the primordial thought of 

Adam Kadmon. There, each soul stands with 

all the generations destined to descend from 

it until the coming of Mashiach, the righteous 

Redeemer. When one does a favor to an 

individual, it is a favor to all those souls until 

the end of all generations.

Wednesday - Elul 18
Birth of the Baal Shem Tov in 5458 (1698). The 

day his holy teacher and master appeared to 

him in 5484 (1724). The day the Baal Shem Tov 

became revealed in 5494 (1734).

Birth of the Alter Rebbe 5505 (1745).

2XWOLQH� RI� WKH� %DDO� 6KHP� 7RYȠV� GLVFRXUVH� RQ�
Shabbat Tavo, Chai (18th) Elul 5652 (1892), 

after Kabalat Shabbat:

It will be when you come into the land (eretz) 

that the Eternal your G-d gives you for an 

inheritance, and you will inherit it and dwell in 

it.

The Midrash notes that eretz is an idiom of 

merutza (running) and of ratzon (will, desire). 

When you attain the level of ratzon, “desire,” 

that is a gift from Above and an inheritance for 

every one of Israel, then your avoda is “...you will 

dwell in it” - to internalize all you have attained, 

“bringing it down” in a settled manner.

“You shall take...and place it in a basket,” - draw 

down the (spiritual) lights into (appropriate) 

vessels.

“You shall go to the place the Eternal your G-d 

will choose” - a Jew must know that when he 

goes from one place to another, he is not going 

on his own, but is being directed from Above. 

And the intention and purpose in this is...

“...to cause His Name to dwell there” - that is, to 

make G-d known in his (that Jew’s) locale.

After Maariv the Baal Shem Tov repeated this 

discourse and added:

“It will be when you come...” For you to attain 

the level of “desire” etc. it is necessary that... “you 

shall go to the place, etc... to cause His Name to 

dwell there.” You are to utterly dedicate yourself 

to making G-d known there. How does one 

“make G-d known”? With a b’racha and a verse 

of Tehillim.

Thursday - Elul 19
When the Alter Rebbe was still in Vitebsk he 

once expounded on the verse “You stand...” 

Taking eitz (wood) as an idiom of eitza (counsel), 

he interpreted “choppers of wood” to mean 

that one must chop out “the many thoughts 

(counsels) in the heart of man.” “Those who draw 

water,” he interpreted - one must drain out the 

water that “makes all enjoyments grow.”

Friday - Elul 20
2QH�ZKR�LV�ORZO\�DQG�FUDVV�GRHV�QRW�VHQVH�KLV�
own crassness and lowliness.

Hayom Yom
In the winter of 1942, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Y. Schneersohn, of righteous memory, gave 
his son- in-law, the future Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of righteous memory, the task of 
compiling an anthology of Chasidic aphorisms and customs arranged according to the days of the year.

The calendar was entitled Hayom Yom. In describing this work Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak 
wrote: …”A book that is small in format…but bursting with pearls and diamonds of 

choicest quality.” “A splendid palace of Chasidism.” True to these words, Hayom Yom has 
become a beloved classic work and a source of daily spiritual sustenance.   
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Timely Wages
Based on Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XXIX, pp. 138-143

In 
the Torah portion of Seitzei we read: “Do 

not withhold the wages due to your poor 

or destitute hired laborer.... You must give 

him his wage on the day it is due, and not let the 

sun set with him waiting for it.”

2XU� 6DJHV� LQIRUP� XV� WKDW� *�G� SHUIRUPV� WKDW�
which He commands the Jewish people to 

perform. The service of the Jewish people in their 

performance of Torah and mitzvos is likened to 

that of a laborer for an employer.

Accordingly, it would seem that as soon as a Jew 

ˉQLVKHV� SHUIRUPLQJ� D� PLW]YDK�� KH� VKRXOG� ȢRQ�
that day” receive his recompense.

:K\� LV� LW� WKHQ� WKDW� ZH� ˉQG� WKDW� *�G� GRHV�
not reward the performance of a mitzvah 

immediately, but delays it for the morrow - the 

“World to Come,” as in the saying: “Today to do 

them; tomorrow to receive the reward.”?

The Alter Rebbe quotes the saying of our Sages, 

that “the purpose for which this world was 

created is that G-d desired to have an abode in 

the lower realms,” referring, as the Alter Rebbe 

explains, to this physical world. It is in this 

gross material world that G-d desires to dwell, 

so that the world will be illuminated with the 

unconcealed light of G-dliness.

This is accomplished through our actions and 

divine service throughout the period of exile 

and throughout the entire period of the Jewish 

people’s service to G-d. For in its every action, 

RXU� VHUYLFH� RI� 7RUDK� DQG� PLW]YRV� UHˉQHV� DQG�
elevates the world, drawing down G-dliness 

within it.

Ultimately, the combined service of all the Jewish 

SHRSOH� WKURXJKRXW� DOO� WKH� JHQHUDWLRQV� UHˉQHV�
and elevates the entire world, transforming it 

LQWR�D�GZHOOLQJ�ˉW�IRU�*�G�

This will be realized during the times of 

Moshiach, and particularly during the time of 

techiyas hameisim, at which time evil will vanish 

from this world and there will be a “revelation 

RI�+LV�JORU\��DQG�DOO�ˊHVK�ZLOO�EHKROG�*�GOLQHVV�
WRJHWKHU����DQG�WKH�JORU\�RI�*�G�ZLOO�ˉOO�WKH�ZKROH�
world.”

Thus, the spiritual service of all the Jewish 

people throughout all the generations 

constitutes a single “job,” the purpose of which is 

that transformation of the world into an abode 

for G-d. Moreover, this labor does not require the 

contributions of a mere “hired hand” but rather 

that of a contractor - G-d contracted out the 

world, as it were, to the Jewish people, that we 

make it into a dwelling for Him.

This explains why the bulk of the Jews’ reward 

will be in the World to Come, during the times 

of Moshiach and particularly during the time of 

techiyas hameisim, for the reward of the World 

to Come will be given to all Jews as one. And 

this reward will indeed be received immediately 

upon the conclusion of our labor.

In light of the above, we may say that the service 

of the Jewish people and their subsequent 

reward extend into the realm of a partnership; 

G-d delights, as it were, in the successful 

IXOˉOOPHQW� RI� +LV� GHVLUH� WKDW� WKH� ZRUOG� EH�
transformed - “It is pleasurable to Me that I have 

FRPPDQGHG�DQG�0\�ZLOO�KDV�EHHQ�IXOˉOOHGȣ���DQG�
Jews delight in “dwelling in the House of the 

L-rd” (which they will have built) “all the days 

of their lives” and “beholding the pleasantness 

of the L-rd.”

However, it is incumbent upon the partner who 

relies on the other to do the work, not only to 

reward him at the end of his labor, but also to 

give him a daily payment.

So too, in addition to the main reward that G-d 

will give the Jews in the World to Come, He 

rewards us in this world as well, providing us 

with our sustenance, so that we may be able to 

complete our task of transforming this world 

into a Divine abode.

The Skeptic
By Lazer Gurkow

A 
debate is currently raging in campuses 

across the country about binge drinking. 

Some believe the solution lies in stricter 

enforcement of existing laws against underage 

GULQNLQJ�� 2WKHUV� DUJXH� WKDW� HQIRUFHPHQW� ZLOO�
simply drive the drinkers underground. They 

prefer to reduce the minimum drinking age and 

to combat the problem through a comprehensive 

education program abut the dangers of binge 

drinking.

Skeptics don’t counter your argument with 

reason; they dismantle itWe have some 

experience with the question of prosecution 

versus education. Education, for example, has 

been highly effective in persuading students, 

who were previously unaware of the dangers, 

to abstain from habits such as drugs and sexual 

promiscuity. However, these problems are never 

fully solved through education. There are 

kids who are perfectly aware of the dangers, 

but dismiss them with a skeptical shrug of 

incredulity. These children slip right through the 

educational cracks and drag others along with 

them. You can’t help them by teaching them 

about the damaging effects of their bad habits; 

they already know the effects. But they insulate 

their emotions from such knowledge through a 

healthy dose of skepticism.

The skeptic can destroy, in an instant, 

understandings and commitments that take 

\HDUV� WR� HVWDEOLVK�� :KDW� PDNHV� LW� GLIˉFXOW� WR�
contend with is his imperviousness to argument 

or debate. Skeptics don’t counter your argument 

with reason; they dismantle it by making light 

of it.

Take for example the recent ad campaign 

splashed across 800 city busses in London, 

England that proclaimed, “G-d probably does 

not exist so quit worrying and enjoy life.” This is 

not a philosophical defense of atheism nor is it 

a reasoned attack on religion, but it is far more 

damaging than either of those could ever be. It 

is a sound-bite that appeals to our collective 

quest for contentment promising pleasure 

and contentment to those who reject G-d. 

Philosophical theories and religious treatises 

cannot counter this appealing sound-bite. 
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It is the attack of the skeptic and it is almost 

impervious to response.

Amalek
7KLV� LV� WKH� VSLULW� RI� WKH� %LEOLFDO� $PDOHN�� 2XU�
ancestors were enslaved by a Pharaoh who 

proclaimed ignorance of the Jewish G-d. G-d 

made Himself known to Pharaoh through ten 

awesome plagues and Pharaoh responded by 

liberating the Jews. The nations were in awe 

of the Jewish G-d. No amount of cajoling or 

debating could persuade them to attack G-d’s 

people. Amalek stepped into the breach and 

cooled their ardor. He brazenly attacked the Jews 

and was roundly defeated, but the deterrent 

power of the Jewish G-d was shattered. Amalek 

did not present the nations with philosophical 

arguments. He presented them with skepticism. 

He made light of their concerns and dismissed 

the Jewish G-d with a careless shrug of his 

shoulders.

Amalek is the quintessential skeptic. In fact, 

skepticism is embedded in his very name. 

The word Amal, which is ordinarily translated 

as labor or suffering can also mean distress 

and despair. The skeptic, more than any other 

challenger, wears out the believer and causes 

him to despair. (The Hebrew word Amalek also 

has the same gematria (numerical value) as the 

word safek, “doubt.”)

The descendants of the Amalekites have since 

dispersed among the peoples of the world, but 

the spirit of skepticism is alive and well. It gnaws 

away at every noble intention and is the most 

GLIˉFXOW�WUDLW�WR�RYHUFRPH��7KH�7RUDK�SURFODLPV��
“First among nations is Amalek and his end will 

be eternal destruction.” The mystics view this 

YHUVH�DV�D�WUHDWLVH�RQ�VNHSWLFLVP�� LW� LV�WKH�ˉUVW�
and the root of all evil and it is destroyed only 

at the very end, i.e. the inner struggle against 

skepticism can be lifelong.

Our Response
Skepticism is only possible where the truth is not 

REYLRXV��2QH�FDQ�EH�VNHSWLFDO�RI� WKH�H[LVWHQFH�
RI�*�G�EHFDXVH� LQ�+LV�ˉUVW�DFW�RI� FUHDWLRQ��*�G�
concealed Himself from His own creation. 

Elokim, the Divine name of justice, alludes to 

*�GȠV� LQˉQLWH�DELOLW\� WR�FRQFHDO�� ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
one can be skeptical about Elokim, a G-d that 

is concealed, but one cannot be skeptical about 

a revealed G-d because even skepticism cannot 

belie the obvious.

The patriarch Jacob “struggled against Elokim… 

and triumphed.” The mystics saw Jacob’s struggle 

DV�D�TXHVW�WR�FRQˉUP�ˉUVW�WR�KLPVHOI��DQG�WKHQ�
to others, the fact of G-d’s existence. When he 

succeeded in demonstrating the existence 

of G-d he effectively overcame Elokim, G-d’s 

concealment of Himself. At that point he was 

granted the name Israel, which tells us that 

Israel refers to our ability to overcome doubt. It 

alludes to the purity of our convictions through 

which we overcome skepticism, both inner and 

outer, about the existence of G-d.

7KH� 7RUDK� WHVWLˉHV� WKDW�� Ȣ7KHUH� LV� QR� $PDO� LQ�
Israel.” Jacob might feel the despair of Amal, but 

Israel does not. The skeptic makes the believer 

despair and causes him distress because 

the believer cannot counter skepticism. His 

arguments are dismissed, his faith is scoffed 

at and his noble aspirations are made to seem 

foolish. But that is only true of the believer who 

responds to skepticism as Jacob would. The 

Torah teaches us to respond as Israel would.

To overcome skepticism born of Elokim we 

must allow our inner Israel, our soul that knows 

with certainty of G-d’s existence, to respond. Its 

conviction is so rooted and entrenched, that 

no amount of skepticism can dilute it. Amal, 

despair, has no place among Israel. When faced 

with a bout of skepticism Israel counters not 

with words, but with conviction. We counter 

the certainty of the skeptic with the certainty 

of our faith and allow our convictions to ring 

with clarity. This is the way to avoid the despair 

brought on by the skeptic. This is the way to 

avoid Amal.

We are enjoined to eradicate every last trace 

of Amalek. Though we cannot identify the 

descendants of Amalek, this commandment 

is relevant to us today in our struggle against 

our inner Amalek; the Amal that has no place 

among the ranks of Israel. We take comfort in 

the knowledge that our triumph against Amalek 

will usher in the Messianic era.

Purity of the Hands

I
n this week’s portion the Torah relates to the 

nature of the Jewish camp in battle. The Torah 

commands us to be careful from any sense 

of impurity during battle, and gives detailed 

commandments for all elements relating to the 

camp’s purity. Rashi explains that while purity 

is always essential, Satan prosecutes at a time 

of danger, necessitating a higher degree of 

attention to our purity. Nachmanides explains 

that the Torah is speaking to the nature of 

warriors. In the heat of battle one loses their 

moral compass and all becomes permitted. 

Therefore, the Torah exhorts the Jewish warrior 

to maintain their morality even in the lawless 

HQYLURQPHQW�RI�WKH�EDWWOH�ˉHOG�

2QH� SUDFWLFDO� HOHPHQW� RI� RXU� GDLO\� SXULW\� LV�
Netillat Yadayim; we wash our hands every 

day upon awakening. There are various reasons 

given for this practice with some practical 

UDPLˉFDWLRQV�� 2QH� EDVLF� UHDVRQ� LV� WKDW� LW� LV�
likely that during the night one’s hands have 

touched a part of the body which make one 

XQˉW�WR�SUD\�RU�VSHDN�*�GȠV�QDPH��$V� LW�VD\V� LQ�
Psalms “I will wash in cleanliness my hands 

and I will surround the Altar of G-d”. Therefore 

before we pray we must ascertain that one’s 

hands are pure. Another reason is the fact that 

every morning when a person awakes they are 

considered like a new being, as the verse states 

in Lamentations “renewed in the mornings” as 

we go to sleep tired and G-d renews the soul 

with new energy. As the purpose of this renewal 

is the service of Hashem, as a Kohen who starts 

his service in the Temple we must wash our 

hands. The Zohar articulates a similar idea, that 

when man sleeps and the soul leaves in a sense, 

a degree of impurity rests upon the body. Upon 

awakening the impurity remains in the hands 

and can only be removed by Netillat Yadayim.

The basic difference between these reasons 

is whether there is an obligation to wash 

one’s hands before praying Mincha and Mariv. 

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� ˉUVW� UHDVRQ�� DQ\� WLPH� ZH�
are going to pray and our hands have been 

wandering, we are obligated to wash our hands. 

However, according to the second reason and 

the Zohar this obligation is unique to waking up. 

Similarly, if one slept in a way that their hands 

were guarded e.g. they slept fully clothed, 
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DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� ˉUVW� UHDVRQ� WKHUH� LV� QR�
obligation to wash one’s hands as they are clean 

However, according the the other opinions there 

is still an obligation. 

The primary position is that we wash our hands 

upon our soul being renewed. Therefore, one 

is only obligated to wash their hands in the 

morning, not before every prayer, and even if 

their hands certainly did not touch anything 

unclean. However, we are careful to wash our 

hands before every prayer, just without making 

the blessing Al Netillat Yadayim. 

If a person after waking up and washing Netillat 

Yadayim goes back to sleep, even for a lengthy 

time, we wash our hands again but without a 

blessing.  As the primary reason is the renewal 

of the person, a person is only renewed once a 

day. 

While the simple reason for washing the hands, 

purifying ourselves for a new day of serving 

Hashem, only requires the washing before we 

speak Hashem’s name or pray, according to 

the Zohar that a spirit of impurity rests on the 

hands we must be more scrupulous. Namely, one 

VKRXOG�QRW�WRXFK�DQ\�RULˉFH�RI�WKH�ERG\�EHIRUH�
washing their hands nor should they touch any 

food. Furthermore, to fully remove this impurity 

one must pour water on each hand three times, 

alternating between the right and the left. 

Similarly, according to the Zohar one should 

not even walk a short distance from their 

bed without washing their hands. Therefore, 

one should attempt to place a wash basin in 

proximity to their bed. However, in a case where 

it is not available, the Talmud does not require 

washing immediately upon awakening, simply 

before prayer or speaking G-d’s name. 

The water for Netillat Yadayim must be poured 

from a vessel and should be poured into a vessel. 

Preferably, one should raise the vessel with their 

right hand, pass it to the left and wash the right 

hand once and then alternate from hand to hand 

until they’ve rinsed each three times. 

The word Natla means vessel. Therefore, we say 

Netilat Yadayim referencing the vessel used 

for this function. It can also mean to elevate, 

for through washing our hands we elevate and 

purify them.

:KLOH�WKH�7RUDK�VSHDNV�RI�SXULW\�LQ�WKH�EDWWOHˉHOG��
our daily lives are our personal theater of war. 

Interestingly the Talmud translates the verse 

“you shall have a peg with your armaments” 

which relates to the need for purity in the 

camp, in a very practical way. We should have a 

stopper for our ears. We should not listen to all 

the negativity around us. Most importantly we 

should arm ourselves with silence, learning to 

be silent in the face of insult, this can guarantee 

peace and purity in the camp.

Coming Alive
The Baal Shem Tov, birthdays & 
real life
By Shimon and Chaya Dubinsky

2ne of the most celebrated days on the 

Chabad calendar is the eighteenth of 

Elul, Chai Elul. It is the birthday of both 

the Baal Shem Tov, founder of the chassidic 

movement, and Rabbi Schneur Zalman, known 

as the Alter Rebbe, founder of the Chabad 

movement. Yet it was not until the sixth rebbe 

of Chabad, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, that the day 

became publicly celebrated. He himself learned 

RI�LWV�VLJQLˉFDQFH�ZKHQ�KLV�IDWKHU�JUHHWHG�KLP�
on that day with “Good Yom Tov”—the traditional 

greeting for a Jewish holiday.

In the following discussion, the Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem M. Schneerson, delves into a 

seemingly simple question: What is so special 

about a birthday? And what is its connection 

VSHFLˉFDOO\�ZLWK�WKH�%DDO�6KHP�7RY�DQG�WKH�$OWHU�
Rebbe?

The Rebbe goes on to analyze the idea of a 

birthday, and points out the uniqueness of 

these two birthdays. The Rebbe also teaches 

us a lesson we can take from this special day, 

and how we can experience “being born” in the 

mission we have been assigned in our life.

Doubling the Joy
It’s not as though there is no mention of 

birthdays in Torah. The rabbis point out that 

the Jewish people were saved from Haman’s 

decree in the month of Adar because that was 

the month in which Moshe was born. And then 

there is the story of the Mishkan and Yitzchak’s 

birthday:

It was the end of the month of Adar, almost a 

year after the exodus from Egypt. For months the 

Jews had collected materials, woven curtains, 

DQG�KDPPHUHG� VLOYHU�� FRSSHU�DQG�JROG��2Q� WKH�
��UG�GD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK��WKH\�ˉUVW�DVVHPEOHG�WKH�
structure they would call the Mishkan, which 

means “place of dwelling,” because there the 

Shechinah, G-d’s presence, would reside.

The Shechinah, however, was not yet to arrive. 
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Chai Elul
Birth of a movement

“Chai Elul” -- the 18th day of the Hebrew 
PRQWK�RI�(OXO����LV�D�PRVW�VLJQLˉFDQW�GDWH�
on the Chassidic calendar. The founder 
of Chassidism, Rabbi Israel Baal Shem 
Tov, was born on this date, in 1698. It 
is also the day, 36 years later, on which 
the Baal Shem Tov began to publicly 
disseminate his teachings, after many 
years as a member of the society of 
“hidden tzaddikim” during which he 
lived disguised as a simple innkeeper 
and clay-digger, his greatness known 
only to a very small circle of fellow 

mystics and disciples.

Elul 18 is also the birthday -- in 1745 
-- of Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, who 
often referred to himself as the Baal 
Shem Tov’s “spiritual grandson” (Rabbi 
Schneur Zalman was the disciple of 
Rabbi Israel’s disciple, Rabbi DovBer of 
Mezeritch). After gaining fame as a child 
prodigy and young Talmudic genius, 
Rabbi Schneur Zalman journeyed to 
Mezeritch to study under the tutelage 
of the Baal Shem Tov’s successor--as 
he later explained, “to study I knew 
somewhat, but I needed to learn how 
to pray”--and was soon accepted into 
the intimate circle of Rabbi DovBer’s 
leading disciples. Rabbi Schneur Zalman 
established the “Chabad” branch of 
Chassidism, which emphasizes in-depth 
study and intense contemplation as the 
key to vitalizing the entire person, from 

sublime mind to practical deed.

18 Elul
Birthday of The Baal Shem Tov 

and the Alter Rebbe 
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The Jews would erect and dismantle the 

Mishkan each day for the next seven days before 

WKH�6KHFKLQDK�ˉOOHG�LWV�KRPH�RQ�WKH�HLJKWK�GD\��
RQ�WKH�ˉUVW�RI�WKH�PRQWK�RI�1LVVDQ��:K\�GLG�WKH\�
have to wait eight more days to see the reward 

for their labor? The Mishkan was constructed 

H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�RQ�WKH�ˉUVW�GD\�DV�RQ�WKH�
eighth! The Midrash explains that G-d wanted 

to merge the joy of the Shechinah entering the 

Mishkan with another celebration: the birthday 

RI�RXU�IRUHIDWKHU�<LW]FKDN��7KLV�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ˉUVW�
of Nissan, and that is why the Shechinah waited.

Now, this leaves us with a question. Is a birthday 

really such a reason to celebrate, that the entire 

Jewish nation should wait seven additional days, 

VR� WKDW� WKH� 6KHFKLQDK� DUULYHG� VSHFLˉFDOO\� RQ�
Yitzchak’s birthday?

What Is So Special About a 
Birthday?
When seen from the baby’s perspective, his 

or her birthday might not be a happy day at 

all. For nine months he is cocooned in a safe, 

warm environment. All the nutrients he needs 

are fed to him directly from his mother, and he 

lacks nothing. The minute this tiny human being 

emerges into the world, he cries and hollers 

as he greets his new environment. It is cold 

in the winter months and hot in the summer. 

Sometimes he will be hungry, or tired, and he 

will cry to his mother for care.

The spiritual environment of the baby changes, 

as well. The Talmud describes the fetus’ 

experience during the nine months of gestation:

A candle is lit over his head, and he gazes and 

sees from one end of the world to the other. 

They (the angels) teach him the entire Torah . . 

. When he enters the atmosphere of the world, 

an angel comes and taps him on his mouth, and 

makes him forget the entire Torah.

—Niddah 30b

Throughout his life, this same person will 

attempt to relearn all that Torah, spending 

countless hours over its holy pages. It is most 

likely, however, that he will not succeed in 

remastering what was taught to him in his 

mother’s womb.

2XU� TXHVWLRQ� LV� QRZ� VWURQJHU�� :K\� GR� ZH�
celebrate the day of birth? Why is the day 

the child was introduced to a spiritually and 

physically harsh world a day to rejoice?

Let’s examine birth from three different angles. 

Not only will we answer why birth is a celebrated 

RFFDVLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�VHH�LWV�UHˊHFWLRQ�LQ�D�VSLULWXDO�
birth, of becoming spiritually alive.

Step 1: Coming Alive
As long as he has not entered the world’s 

atmosphere, he is not a living soul.

—Rashi, Sanhedrin 72b, s.v. yatza rosho

Before it is born, the fetus develops all of its 

limbs and organs. They are fully functional, and 

the fetus can move around and use its senses to 

feel, hear, and even smell. Still, the Torah does 

not consider the unborn fetus to be a living 

being. True, it has already been given a soul, 

but it is like a seed locked in its shell. The fetus’ 

vitality comes not through its own soul, but 

through its mother. Through her comes food and 

nourishment, a heartbeat and life.

When the baby emerges, breathing in the 

DWPRVSKHUH� IRU� WKH� ˉUVW� WLPH�� VRPHWKLQJ�
miraculous happens. Its soul breaks through its 

HQFDVHPHQW�DQG�ˊRRGV�WKH�ERG\�ZLWK�LWV�YLWDOLW\��
Now the soul is one with the body. The baby is 

a separate, alive being; and so, upon birth, the 

world celebrates the arrival of a new life.

Therefore we will rejoice in the words of Your 

Torah and in Your commandments forever and 

ever. For they are our life and the length of our 

days, and we will delve into them day and night.

—Blessings of Shema, evening prayers

-XVW�DV�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�QHHGV�D�VRXO�WR�ˉOO�LW�WR�
be alive, a Jew needs Torah and mitzvahs to 

spiritually charge. Without their energy, we are 

spiritually lifeless. We can, however, unite with 

WKH�7RUDK�LQ�HLWKHU�RI�WZR�ZD\V��2QH�PDQQHU�LV�
similar to a fetus, whose soul is detached from 

it. The other is similar to a person once born, 

whose soul has now entered within.

,Q�WKH�ˉUVW�FDVH��\RX�PLJKW�HYHQ�OHDUQ�7RUDK�DQG�
do its mitzvahs devotedly, enthusiastically. You 

could feel the surge of life; you feel inspired 

by the Torah. The only problem is that it hasn’t 

become your entire being, your identity. It hasn’t 

become your own. Just like the fetus: its life is 

not its own; it is its mother’s. If at the end of the 

day you come home from Torah learning, sit on 

the couch and say, “Finally, some time for myself,” 

then the Torah hasn’t become a part of you.

The second way of experiencing Torah and 

mitzvahs is compared to birth. What is spiritual 

birth?

+HUH��WKH�ˉUVW�RI�WKH�WZR�JUHDW�PDVWHUV�ERUQ�RQ�
Chai Elul gives us insight:

The Baal Shem Tov introduced and focused on 

a revolutionary concept. The idea is expressed 

in the Baal Shem Tov’s explanation of the 

following verse:

You shall know today and establish in your heart 

that G-d is the L-rd . . . there is no other besides 

Him.

—Deuteronomy 4:35

The Baal Shem Tov explains that this doesn’t 

just mean that there is only one G-d. It means 

that there is only one real existence. There 

is no other: there is nothing else that exists, 

DSDUW�IURP�+LP��7UXH��ZH�ˉQG�PDQ\�WKLQJV�LQ�WKH�
world which don’t seem G-dly, but they too were 

FUHDWHG� WR� IXOˉOO� *�GȠV� GHVLUH�� *�G� ZDQWHG� +LV�
FRPPDQGPHQWV� WR� EH� IXOˉOOHG� LQ� WKLV� SK\VLFDO�
world, and for that He created the physical body, 

through which the spiritual soul can perform a 

mitzvah.

When you throw yourself into Torah and its 

mitzvahs with this mindset, there can’t be two 

entities—a person, and the Torah and mitzvahs 

you’re busy with. Rather, there is only G-d, and 

His Torah and mitzvahs, which are one with Him. 

When you are learning Torah or doing a mitzvah, 

that becomes your life and soul, so that you too 

are absorbed in that oneness.

This is “being born” in Jewish practice: When 

you stop being a person who does Judaism, 

and start being Judaism. This is just like when 

the baby is born and the body and soul unite. 

They are so merged that we refer to them as if 

they are a single being. We don’t say “my head 

thought” or “my feet walked”; we say “I walked” 

and “I thought.” The thing that is called “I,” the 

soul inside, which is the core of the human, used 

the feet as a tool because it wanted to walk, and 

used the head because it chose to ponder on an 

idea, but they are one.

When a Jew does a mitzvah with the Baal Shem 

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!
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Tov’s mindset, he knows that his body is only a 

tool, employed to carry out G-d’s commandments 

in the physical world, but these tools are one 

with their purpose: to practice Torah and its 

mitzvahs.

Step 2: Learning the Limbs
Being alive is not enough. The second thing that 

birth accomplishes is that now all the baby’s 

limbs and organs begin to fully function.

The Baal Shem Tov breathed a whole new 

charge of life, joy and enthusiasm into Jewish 

practice. But that new vitality was concentrated 

in the all-encompassing faith of the Jew.

The Alter Rebbe, the second chassidic master 

born on Chai Elul, taught us to see the life within 

each individual detail. He showed that not only 

does everything have one universal purpose—

to serve its Creator—but that since everything 

is continually created by G-d, with the unique 

G-dly energy necessary for that particular thing, 

it must have a life and purpose of its own too. 

Therefore, the Alter Rebbe concluded, every 

energy and talent, indeed every action, must 

express its unique purpose of creation by serving 

G-d in its unique way. The mind, for instance, 

must be used to understand G-dliness as much 

as possible. Furthermore, it must appreciate the 

G-dly presence in this world.

Now that the mind becomes alive, it affects the 

heart and the emotions. The emotion of love, 

for instance, feels that the reason G-d created 

love is to love G-d. The emotion of fear, and all 

the rest of the emotions, also become spiritually 

alive, expressing their unique role in G-dly 

service.

Together, the Baal Shem Tov and the Alter Rebbe 

gave us the manual for a complete spiritual 

birth, so that we can become one with our Torah 

and mitzvot, and channel that spiritual life into 

HDFK�VSHFLˉF�OLPE��VR�WKDW�HDFK�OLPE�FDQ�EH�DOLYH�
LQ�LWV�RZQ�ULJKW��DQG�VHUYH�LWV�VSHFLˉF�SXUSRVH�

A Heavenly Teaching
2Q� )ULGD\� QLJKW�� &KDL� (OXO� ����� �������� WKH�
Rebbe Rashab’s soul visited the heavens. There 

he met the Baal Shem Tov, who taught him 

VHYHQ�OHVVRQV��7KH�ˉUVW��KH�WDXJKW�KLP�DIWHU�WKH�
ˉUVW�6KDEEDW�SUD\HU�RQ�)ULGD\�HYHQLQJ��7KH�%DDO�
Shem Tov took a few verses from the Torah and 

translated them in the classical chassidic view, 

as lessons in the service of G-d.

It will be, when you come into the land which 

the L-rd, your G-d, gives you for an inheritance, 

and you possess it and settle in it, that you shall 

WDNH� RI� WKH� ˉUVW� RI� DOO� WKH� IUXLW� RI� WKH� JURXQG�
which you will bring from your land, which the 

L-rd, your G-d, is giving you. You shall put [them] 

into a basket, and go to the place which the L-rd, 

your G-d, will choose to have His Name dwell 

there.

—Deuteronomy 26:1–2

The Hebrew word for land, eretz, is derived from 

the same root as the word “desire,” ratzon. The 

Baal Shem Tov interpreted the verse as follows: 

When a Jew “comes to desire”—when he is 

inspired by a strong urge to connect with G-d—

this is in fact an inspiration from above, a gift 

which “your G-d gives you for an inheritance.”

What happens next? “And you possess it and 

settle in it.” Don’t let it be an inspiration that 

evaporates quickly because it did not become 

integrated within you. Settle it in you; “put 

them into a basket.” Let yourself internalize this 

inspiration, and have it penetrate your mind and 

heart so that it can change your life and have an 

everlasting effect.

It’s not a coincidence that the Baal Shem 

Tov chose to teach this to the Rebbe Rashab 

VSHFLˉFDOO\� RQ� &KDL� (OXO��:LWK� WKLV� LQVWUXFWLRQ��
he hinted to the theme of the day, and the 

reason the two great masters were born on that 

day: the necessity for inspiration in Judaism, to 

become “alive,” and the next necessary step of 

channeling it into the mind and heart.

Step 3: Making a Difference 
Around You
The Baal Shem Tov took the verse in 

Deuteronomy a step further. He taught: When 

you are struck with this inspiration to reconnect 

to G-d, and you allow that inspiration to resonate 

in your mind and heart, that inevitably leads to 

an additional step—the third step of birth:

A baby is born, and she immediately begins to 

affect her surroundings. Her smile brightens 

everyone’s day. Her presence alone makes her 

mother rejoice. When she opens her eyes, or 

wiggles her toes, everyone who sees claps and 

celebrates. This is just the beginning of the baby 

making her difference in the world—a feat that 

can be accomplished only once she is born.

Spiritually speaking, as well, you know you’re 

alive when your presence makes a difference. 

This, explained the Baal Shem Tov, is hinted in 

the end of the second verse: “and go to the place 

which the L-rd, your G-d, will choose to have His 

Name dwell there.” Wherever you might travel, 

don’t think you are there just for business or for 

a vacation. G-d directs every move that we make, 

EULQJLQJ�XV�ZKHUHYHU�ZH�DUH�IRU�D�VSHFLˉF�UHDVRQ��
7KH�WUXH�UHDVRQ�\RX�ˉQG�\RXUVHOI�ZKHUHYHU�\RX�
might be is because this is the place which G-d 

chose to have you visit. The reason G-d leads 

you to this place is to have His name dwell 

there: you are there to make G-d known in that 

place, by speaking some words of Torah and by 

doing a mitzvah.

Just as that little baby began affecting her 

surroundings as soon as she was born, so will 

you transform the world once you achieve a 

spiritual birth. When you “come to the desire,” 

the desire to connect to your G-d, and you 

take that desire and “put it into a basket,” you 

will then appreciate that every place you come 

WR� LV� GHVWLQHG� E\� LWV� &UHDWRU� WR� EH� ˉOOHG� ZLWK�
G-dliness—by you.

The Ultimate Birthday
Exile is compared to a pregnancy. The 

redemption days of Moshiach, which will be 

soon in our times, is compared to birth.

Ȟ7RUDK�2KU��9DȠHLUD���D

Chassidic writings teach that the ultimate 

“spiritual birthday” will take place only in 

the future redemption: “Exile is compared to 

pregnancy, and redemption is compared to birth.”

Why is exile compared to pregnancy? Because 

just as the fetus’ brain does not function fully, in 

the time of exile our understanding of G-dliness 

is limited. Compared to the vision in the days of 

WKH�7HPSOH��ZH�DUH�EOLQG�WR�*�GOLQHVV��2QO\�ZKHQ�
Moshiach takes us out of exile will we open our 

eyes once more. In addition, the awareness that 

there is nothing but G-d Himself will be realized 

in its completion in the future redemption. The 

true purpose of every being will come to light, 

DQG�ZH�ZLOO�DOO�VHH�WKDW�*�G�LV�WKH�RQO\�2QH�

May we merit the arrival of Moshiach quickly in 

our days, now.
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D
ear shul of Bal Harbour member,

Israeli soldiers need your help. My name is 

Michael Freund and I would like to thank you for 

your support and prayers. My family has been a 

part of this congregation for as long as I could 

remember. I have grown up going to Shabbat 

services every Friday night and Saturday. I 

have grown to love Israel and its protection it 

provides to so many. 

I have grown up in a Zionists household and the 

next logical step for me after high school was 

to offer myself to Israel and serve in the Israeli 

Defense Force (IDF). This past summer was 

Ȣ2SHUDWLRQ�3URWHFWLYH�(GJHȣ�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�OLNH�PH��
I am sure it has resonated in your minds. It was 

painful operation as many suffered losses and 

endured countless hours of unknowns.  Before 

WKDW�VSHFLˉF�RSHUDWLRQ��DQG�QRZ��P\�XQLWȠV�JHDU�
has not been the greatest quality. Equipment 

used is refurbished over and over again. The 

employment of the proper equipment to defend 

Israel could very much save our lives.

Therefore, I am asking for your help. The military 

ODFNV� VXIˉFLHQW� IXQGV� WR� XSJUDGH� RXU� PXFK�
needed equipment and supplies. Gun straps have 

re-sewn, knee pads eroded away from trainings 

and operations, protective goggles or glasses 

worn out by the sun and the dust are no longer 

VXIˉFLHQW��6SHFLDO�WR�P\�XQLW��0DUJHPRW��ZH�GR�
not have special gloves that protect our hands 

when launching mortars or cleaning cannons. 

2QH�SLHFH�RI� WDFWLFDO�JHDU��KRZHYHU�� WKDW� LV� WKH�
PRVW�FULWLFDO�SDUW� LQ�DQ\�FRPEDW�ˉJKWHUV�VHWXS�
DQG� VXFFHVV� LQ� WKH� ˉHOG� LV� RXU� WDFWLFDO� YHVWV��
2XU�FXUUHQW�YHVWV�KDYH�EHHQ�SDVVHG�GRZQ�DQG�
reused for countless generations of soldiers and 

at its current state, is not serviceable and does 

not provide adequate protection.

With that being said, my unit and I have come 

up with an idea to write to our respective shuls 

and ask for help. We need your help. We believe 

WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�ZRXOG�KHOS�EXW�ZH�DUH�VSHFLˉFDOO\�
looking for donations. It is our intention that 

after our own military service, this equipment 

acquired with your support will be passed down 

to other generations of soldiers and reservists. 

We are 30 soldiers and all the money raised will 

be used for equipment for us equally. 

If you have any question and/ or would like 

donate you could reach me at:

Cellphone: 

052-673-1099

Email: matokes@gmail.com

If you have trouble contacting me please reach 

out to my parents at the shul of Bal Harbour, Eli 

& Jane Freund.

Community Corner
Moshiach

When you go forth to war against 
your enemies...and you shall take 

him captive (Deut. 21:10)

In the war against the Evil Inclination, 
LW� LV� LQVXIˉFLHQW� WR� PHUHO\� FRQTXHU�
and subdue it; one must also “take 
him captive” and utilize one’s 
negative impulses to serve G-d. In 
truth, there is much to learn from the 
Evil Inclination, whose G-d-given role 
is to constantly attempt to cause man 
to sin. We would be well advised to 
HPXODWH� LWV� GHGLFDWLRQ� LQ� IXOˉOOLQJ�

G-d’s will.

(The Baal Shem Tov)

****

The promise of Redemption occurs 
in Deuteronomy. There it states: 
“G-d will return your exiles and have 
compassion upon you and will again 
gather you from all the nations where 
G-d has scattered you. Even if your 
dispersed will be at the furthermost 
parts of the world, from there G-d 
will bring you into the land which 
your forefathers inherited and you 
shall inherit it and He will do good 
to you and increase your numbers 
above your forefathers.” The famous 
commentator Rashi explains that this 
SDVVDJH�VSHFLˉHV�WKDW�HYHU\�-HZ�ZLOO�
be redeemed: “G-d will literally seize 
by the hand each person and gather 

the children of Israel one by one.”

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!
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Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town
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Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town

Rally will be held at

19200 W Country Club Dr. 
Aventura Fl 33180
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The High Holidays is a time for us to show our gratitude 
to Hashem for all the wonderful things that he's done for 
us all year. During this auspicious time of year we would 

like to take this opportunity to reach out and show 
gratitude towards the people who make our community 

as wonderful as it is.  �
Thank you for your steadfast 

commitment to The Shul  
and our Block Shluchim projects

Thank You To Our 
Block Shluchim Families

��$��� ��� ��.�
��"*&���� ��.�
�!�$*%��$��� ��.�
�(�%��� ��.�
�/�$���� ��.�
�����!.��� ��.�
��$"*���� ��.�
��$"*���� ��.�
��%%�!��� ��.�
��!1�$����� ��.�
��!���"*��� ��.�
��$��$��� ��.�
��$$.��� ��.�
��* %&��!��� ��.�
��#��!��� ��.�
��%������ ��.�

�"��!��� ��.�
�$�%#�!��� ��.�
�$�%#�!��� ��.�
��!/�!��$��� ��.�
�"$� �!��� ��.�
����$����� ��.�
��!�"$!��� ��.�
����� ��� ��.�
�����$��� ��.�
���� �!��� ��.�
�$��� �!��� ��.�
�$�*!���� ��.�
�*-��� ��.�
������� ��.�
��!%�*$���� ��.�
��+!�$��� ��.�

�"'������� ��.�
�*$+�&%����� ��.�
	�!�,�$��$�
�� ��.�
	"$",�&/��� ��.�

�&�!��� ��.�

�&/��� ��.�
���$ �!��� ��.�
��+�!���� ��.�
��+.��� ��.�
��#%��$��� ��.�
��#%��$��� ��.�
��#%��$��� ��.�
��.���� ��.�
���%&��!��� ��.�
�%%��� ��.�

���."!��� ��.�
���!�&��� ��.�
��*&!"��� ��.�
�"$&!".��� ��.�
���"���� ��.�
��+��!��� ��.�
�*��%���!��� ��.�
�*��!%&��!��� ��.�
�*��!%&��!��� ��.�
���+�$��� ��.�
���/��*�$��� ��.�
��� *'�$��� ��.�
���!����$��� ��.�
���"���&��� ��.�
���+�&/��� ��.�
�������� ��.�

���#�$"��� ��.�
���$"!��� ��.�
��" ��!%����� ��.�
�$��",��/��� ��.�
�$�&�$��� ��.�
�&��!��� ��.�
�,��$"�1
���!��$���� ��.�
��+�$�"+�&/��� ��.�
���!�$��� ��.�
���!&$�*���� ��.�
��$&��� �$�
�� ��.�
�"����� ��.�
��% �!��� ��.�



19

Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town

Get a major discount of over 60% when you
subscribe to The Shul's Youth Club!

$540/yr or $54/mo covers your entire family for the entire year!
(does not include trips, Mommy & Me, Bar/t Mitzvah Club)
     
                       Sign up at theshul.org/YouthClub
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THE MONTH OF TISHREI
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS
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BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 5776 (2015-2016)
The Book of Remembrance for 5776, which is published before Yom Kippur, will include a number of special pages for those

who wish to honor their loved ones by helping to underwrite the cost of the publication with a Platinum Patron’s gift of $500.00.

Information and contributions for the Book of Remembrance must be received by September 7, 2015

if they are to be included  in this year’s volume.

The minimum contribution for each printed line is $36.00.

Your generous support is deeply appreciated. Below are sample listings.

Yizkor����2QH�SHUVRQ�RU�PDUULHG�FRXSOH�SHU�OLQH������
Patrons - Half Page 5X4 (Max. 150 words) - $250

Platinum Patrons - Full Page 5X8 (300 words + photograph) $500

To allow for proper layout and typesetting we suggest no other combinations other than one name per line or a husband and wife per

OLQH��,I�WKLV�QHHGV�WR�EH�FKDQJHG��SOHDVH�ˉOO�LQ�\RXU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IRUP�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�5RVK�+DVKDQDK�PDLOLQJ��DQG�LI�DW�DOO
possible we will accommodate your request.

Please call Lydia at ext. 311 at The Shul if you have any questions.

THE MONTH OF TISHREI
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS

The High Holidays are fast approaching!
Everyone is invited to make reservations 

for High Holiday seats. Please send in your completed forms.

The deadline for seat reservations is

Friday,  September 4, 2015

Please make your seat reservations now
in order for us to be able to accommodate your request.

Everyone welcome - No one turned away

For information please email

Stacy at: swaxman@theshul.org (Main Minyan) or 
Milena at: Milena@theshul.org (Sephardic Minyan)

Book 
Now!
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Ushers & Security
Volunteers Needed!

The Shul urgently needs 

volunteers to assist with 

ushering and security for

the upcoming High Holidays. 

Women are welcome to volunteer 

as ushers in the

Ladies’ Section.

If you are able to help,

please call Shlomi Katan at

305-868-1411 ext. 319

THE WALL OF SOULS
Twice a year, before Rosh Hashanah and before Pesach,

you have the opportunity to add the name of a loved one
to The Shul’s beautiful sculptured stone Wall of Souls.

In special recognition and to honor the more than 6,000,000
Martyrs of the Holocaust, half of the Wall is a special section
dedicated to this group of “Kedoshim” (Holy Ones). The other

half of the Wall is dedicated to our 
dearest Holy Ones who gave

their lives in service to Israel, and the general community of
loved ones who are loved and missed.

If you would like to place the name of your loved one on
the Wall of Souls,

SOHDVH�FDOO�/\GLD�DW�WKH�6KXO�RIˉFH�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ
305-868-1411 x311

Permanent Seat 
Holders

If you have not yet informed 

7KH�6KXO�RIˉFH�ZKHWKHU�\RX�
will be using your seats for the 

Holidays, please call Milena 

or Stacy as soon as possible.

This really helps us with 

seat assignments

Thank you.

305-868-1411

<jif^���Clcfm�Fi[\ij

Kf�fi[\i�pfl�ClcXm�Xe[�<jif^
gc\Xj\�ZfekXZk�

Pfjj`�IXjb`e1�.(/$.(,$/'0'
fi�\dX`c�$�\jif^`d]c7^dX`c%Zfd
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B”H 

Sukkos Dinner Reservation Form 
Members: Adults - $55 / Children under 13 - $30 

Non-Members: Adults - $70 / Children under 13 - $40 

  

In order for us to properly process your reservation, kindly complete all the fields. 

The deadline for Sukkos Reservations is Tuesday, September 22, 2015  
  

1st Night: Sunday, September 27, 2015 
  

# of Member Adults @ $55:  _____ # of Non-Member Adults @ $70: _____ 

  

# of Member Children @ $30: _____ # of Non-Member Children @ $40: _____ 

  

Total due for 1st night �: $______ 

  

The name(s) as you would like them to appear on the seating card: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Night: Monday, September 28, 2015 
  

# of Member Adults @ $55:  _____ # of Non-Member Adults @ $70: _____ 

  

# of Member Children @ $30: _____ # of Non-Member Children @ $40: _____ 

  

Total due for 2nd night:� $_____ 

 The name(s) as you would like them to appear on the seating cards: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to sit with:_____________________________________________________________ 

Combined total for both nights: $�____________________ 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________State:_______ Zip:_____________ 

Home:__________________ Work: ___________________  Mobile: ______________________ 

Email Address:_____________________________________ 

Credit Card Type: []Visa []Mastercard  []American Express 

Credit Card Number :_______________________________ Exp:_____ Security Code:_________ 

  

 
Bal Harbour ∙ Bay Harbor Islands ∙ Indian Creek ∙ Surfside 

 9540 Collins Avenue, Surfside, Florida 33154// (305) 868-1411 // Fax (305) 861-2426 // TheShul.org  

“An Institution of The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem M. Schneerson (May His Merit Shield Us�)”  
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Votre glace intérieure
Combattre la glace par la glace
par Naftali Silberberg

L
a glace.

Froide. Gelée. Polaire. Dure, rigide et 

inébranlable.

Sur le plan humain, la glace représente 

l’indifférence, la froideur émotionnelle, 

l’imperméabilité au changement, la résistance 

à l’inspiration.

Il n’est donc pas surprenant que l’ennemi 

suprême de notre peuple, la nation d’Amalek, 

soit associé à la froideur.

« Souviens-toi de ce que t’a fait Amalek, sur le 

chemin, lorsque tu sortais d’Égypte. Comment 

il t’a rencontré en chemin... » (Deutéronome 

25,17)

Le mot hébraïque pour « rencontré » est 

kar’ha, qui peut également être traduit pas « 

qui t’a refroidi ».

Après avoir vécu le miraculeux Exode, la non 

moins impressionnante ouverture de la mer 

et avoir été nourris quotidiennement par de la 

manne tombée du ciel, nos ancêtres baignaient 

dans une vague de chaleur spirituelle. Chauds, 

excités, inspirés, au sommet des sommets.

Leur chaleur, et leur aura d’invincibilité, 

irradiait alentour, de sorte qu’aucune nation 

n’osait les affronter. Aucune nation, sauf une. 

Amalek fut insensible à cette chaleur, et se 

lança à l’attaque des Israélites pour mettre un 

paquet de glace sur leur brûlant enthousiasme. 

Miracles ? Quels miracles ?...

Ils entreprirent de refroidir notre passion, et 

il nous est enjoint de ne jamais oublier ce 

glacial coup de poignard, et de les éradiquer 

de la surface de la terre.

(W��DX�SODQ�SHUVRQQHO��LO�\�D�XQ�$PDOHN�LQˉOWU«�
à l’intérieur de chacun d’entre nous. C’est 

cette voix froide qui tente de nous inoculer 

une indifférence glacée et de nous immuniser 

contre la passion et l’inspiration. Cet Amalek-

là, aussi, doit être détruit.

Comment cela ?

Il semblerait que l’antidote le plus évident à 

OD�JODFH�VRLW�OD�FKDOHXU��$YHF�VXIˉVDPPHQW�GH�
chaleur, vous pouvez faire fondre un glacier.

Mais il y a un autre moyen...

La glace.

Froide. Gelée. Polaire. Dure, rigide et 

inébranlable.

Sur le plan du service spirituel, la glace 

représente un engagement absolu et 

immuable envers D.ieu.

Pas un engagement basé sur des émotions (la 

chaleur), pas un engagement fondé sur l’amour 

et la crainte du Créateur ou sur la conscience 

de l’importance et de la beauté de Son service. 

&DU��HQ�G«ˉQLWLYH��XQH�WHOOH�UHODWLRQ�HVW�EDV«H�
sur une perception de soi : j’aime, je crains, je 

ressens, j’apprécie, je comprends...

Et quand mon service de D.ieu dépend de ma 

FKDOHXU�HW�GH�PRQ�H[FLWDWLRQ��LO�ˊXFWXH�GH�MRXU�
en jour, voire de minute en minute. Certains 

jours seront chauds et ensoleillés ; d’autres 

seront froids et nuageux.

Mais si l’engagement n’est pas mû par la 

chaleur et la passion, par ce que je veux et ce 

que je ressens, mais par ce qui est voulu de 

moi, alors il est régulier et constant, et non 

sujet à des remous et des variations. Parce que 

ce dont on a besoin de ma part ne change pas.

Dans sa description du char céleste, Ézéchiel 

décrit la « terrible glace » qui se tient au-

dessus des saintes ‘Hayot (Ézéchiel 1, 22).

Les ‘Hayot sont des anges qui, comme nous le 

disons dans notre prière chaque matin, servent 

leur Maître dans un « grand tumulte ». Leur 

excitation lorsqu’ils chantent les louanges de 

D.ieu et proclament Sa sainteté est au-delà de 

toute description.

Mais il y a quelque chose au-dessus d’eux, un 

service supérieur au leur.

La glace.

Et ne prenez pas celui qui sert D.ieu avec une 

détermination glacée pour une mauviette. 

Ne pensez pas que son manque d’égo ou 

d’ambition personnelle fait de lui une bonne 

poire.

C’est tout le contraire : sa détermination n’est 

pas mitigée par des considérations d’égo et 

GH�ˉHUW«�SHUVRQQHOOH��,O�WLHQW�IHUPH��TXRL�TXȠLO�
puisse survenir. Sa détermination peut faire 

couler des navires réputés insubmersibles.

Alors, si vous voulez faire fondre votre glace 

intérieure, faites donc.

Mais je vous recommande de combattre la 

glace par la glace.

French Connection
Reflexions sur la Paracha

Vivre avec la paracha
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Cuándo Divorciarse
Por Yanki Tauber

Hace algunos meses me topé con uno de esos 

“tests de auto-conocimiento” donde había que 

marcar la opción elegida. Éste era uno para 

evaluar el nivel de stress.

Si usted está atravesando un divorcio y/o por 

casarse, dése 30 puntos. ¿Cambiando trabajo? 30 

puntos; mudarse a una nueva casa, 30 puntos; 

un nacimiento, 20 puntos; y así sucesivamente, 

hasta las “tensiones pequeñas” de 5 y 3 

puntos. Luego se supone que hay que sumar 

los puntos y consultar una escala del 0 al 100 

que le contabiliza el nivel de tensión que está 

experimentando en ese momento.

La razón de que esto me haya llamado la 

atención era que, en ese preciso momento, yo 

había cambiado de trabajo, me había mudado, y 

nuestra hija acababa de nacer --todo dentro de un 

período de seis semanas. (Me alegra informarle, 

que este escritor estresado y su paciente esposa 

están todavía unidos en dichoso matrimonio). Lo 

que también me resultó curioso fue la ecuación 

de divorcio, por un lado, y cambios de empleo y 

casa por el otro.

El paralelismo está allí. En su casa y en la 

comunidad usted invierte una parte de sí mismo; 

en su trabajo deja una parte de su identidad; 

su relación con su empleador, compañeros, 

vecinos y círculo social; las metas a las que se 

compromete, la dependencia mutua de uno con 

el otro. Pero hay también agravios y descontentos. 

Quizás se encuentre en situaciones emocional 

o éticamente estresantes. Quizás se sienta 

privado de la oportunidad de expandir su 

YHUGDGHUR�SRWHQFLDO��2�VLPSOHPHQWH�H[LVWH�TXL]£�
la promesa --o deseo--de un mejor trabajo o 

entorno en otra parte. Así que usted se pregunta: 

�HVWDV� FRQVLGHUDFLRQHV� MXVWLˉFDQ� DEDQGRQDU�
los compromisos actuales y separarme de la 

relación ya existente?

De acuerdo a las enseñanzas jasídicas, estas 

consideraciones van más profundo aún. Los 

maestros jasídicos enseñan que a cada alma se le 

da su propia “porción del mundo”. El hecho de que 

XVWHG�YLYD�HQ�XQ�OXJDU�HVSHF¯ˉFR�\�WUDEDMD�VHJ¼Q�
una vocación particular no es por casualidad o 

chiripa. El abanico de razones que lo llevaron 

allí --empezando por sus talentos innatos e 

inclinaciones, hasta las llamadas “coincidencias” 

que le dan ese sabor al día a día-- están dirigidas 

por la Providencia Divina, que lo ponen en 

contacto con esas “chispas de Divinidad” suyas, 

particulares, las cuales usted es el encargado de 

“captar”. De usted depende “revelar” estas chispas 

de potencial espiritual, las cuales necesitará para 

su pleno desarrollo espiritual. Así como el Cielo 

asigna un cuerpo a cada alma y un compañero/a 

a cada hombre y mujer, de la misma manera a 

cada uno se le asigna una porción de la creación 

para desarrollar y elevar.

Pero ésa no es toda la historia. Nuestro Creador 

nos ha concedido el más preciado y peligroso de 

los regalos: el libre albedrío. Nosotros tenemos 

el poder de mejorar aquello con lo que fuimos 

agraciados, y el poder para destruirlo. Podemos 

hacer tal revoltijo de cosas que nos despertamos 

una mañana con la creencia de que nuestra 

relación actual es insalvable y que lo único que 

nos queda es empezar algo nuevo en alguna 

otra parte.

¿Cuándo es el momento de divorciarse? El 

Talmud cita tres opiniones:

La Escuela de Shamai decreta: Un hombre 

no debe divorciar a su esposa a menos que él 

descubra en ella algo inmoral.

La Escuela de Hilel sostiene: [Él puede 

divorciarla] aun cuando ella hubiera quemado 

su comida.

Rabi Akiva dice: Aun cuando él haya encontrado 

alguien más linda que ella.

(Las tres opiniones derivan del mismo verso en 

la Torá --Deuteronomio 24:1--en la sección que 

trata las leyes de divorcio, dependiendo de cómo 

se interpreta una frase importante de ese verso).

La halajá (última decisión legal) sigue la opinión 

de los Sabios de Hilel. Pero una conducta piadosa 

(característica del jasidismo) la cual se atiene a 

un standard “más allá de la ley”, acepta el criterio 

más estricto propuesto por los discípulos de 

Shamai.

(Q�RWURV�W«UPLQRV��XQ�ȢGLYRUFLRȣ�HVW£� MXVWLˉFDGR�
si hay daño real al bienestar y privación de sus 

necesidades. Si usted siente que se encuentra 

“casado” a una vida donde cada noche es una 

cena quemada, una privación de su nutrición 

material o espiritual, un maltrato constante, la 

Torá entiende y perdona su decisión para desunir 

esa relación y buscar un “matrimonio” mejor.

Eso es al “pie de la halajá”. Pero un acercamiento 

más altruista considera que a menos que su 

situación actual en la vida sea de una violación 

a sus valores éticos, morales y religiosos (que en 

ese caso los Sabios de Shamai permiten, incluso, 

de hecho obligan una disolución del matrimonio) 

el lugar para estar es el lugar donde usted está 

actualmente. Su Creador lo ha puesto allí; Él 

también le ha dado los recursos y fortalezas 

para hacer que funcione. Salirse no es la idea, 

sino aceptar el desafío mayor de descubrir esos 

recursos y revelar “las chispas de Divinidad” que 

OH�IXHURQ�FRQˉDGDV�D�VX�FXLGDGR�

Latin Link
Reflexion Semanal

Parasha de la Semana

Clases y Eventos
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In A Woman’s World
Issues of relevance to the Jewish Woman

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

Weekly Classes
Monday
Women’s Study Group  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar        8:00 - 10:00  pm

At the home of :  Mrs. Miriam Naggar
St. Regis Apt 801 South
Tuesday
Prayer Class  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar                       9:15 - 10:15  am

1111 Kane Concourse Suite 618     

Tanya Class In Spanish Mrs. Vivian Perez                   2:00  -  2:30  pm

198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Torah Portion In Spanish Mrs Vivian Perez                2:30  -  3:45  pm

198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 

Wednesday
Morning Torah Class      Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar    10:00  - 11:00 am

The weekly portion - Women’s Perspective

Haime Library

Tanya Class in English   Mrs. Vivian Perez                1:00  -  3:00  pm

198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming 

DQG� FODVVHV� JHDUHG� WRZDUG� ZRPHQ� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� 2XU�
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds 

together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, 

body and soul. Meet new friends,

relax and get inspired!

 

If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 
please call 305. 868.1411

HONEY MUSTARD AND PANKO    
ENCRUSTED SALMON 
By Miriam Szokovski

Ingredients

��VDOPRQ�ˉOHWV
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons Savannah Bee Company Tupelo Honey
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup Panko bread crumbs
3 tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped
2 teaspoons lemon zest
2 tablespoons olive oil
Sea salt and pepper

Cooking Corner

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 400°F. Grease a 13’’ x 9’’ baking 
pan with cooking spray.

2. Toss together Panko crumbs, fresh parsley, lemon 
zest, salt and pepper in a shallow dish. Drizzle olive 
oil into the mixture and stir together.

3. In a small bowl, mix together Dijon mustard, 
Tupelo Honey, and garlic.

���%UXVK�WRS�RI�HDFK�ˉOHW�ZLWK�KRQH\�PXVWDUG��WKHQ�
dip into Panko mixture.

���2QFH�FRDWHG��SODFH�ˉOHWV�LQWR�EDNLQJ�SDQ�DQG�EDNH�
for 13-15 minutes.

6. Garnish with extra parsley and serve with a lemon 
wedge.
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Ed Rosengarten
786-489-9882 EDROSE18@HOTMAIL.COM

Yaffe International Realty 

Just Listed: Four Winds Condo- 9225 Collins Ave.
6SDFLRXV��EHG��EDWK����WK�ŴRRU��*RUJHRXV�2FHDQ�DQG�&LW\�YLHZV��
$425,000
New Listing: Champlain North- 8877 Collins Ave. 4th Floor
8SGDWHG��EHG��EDWK�������VT��IW��$PD]LQJ�2FHDQ�DQG�&LW\�YLHZV����������
For Sale: Champlain Towers North
)DEXORXV������VT�IW�����%HGURRP�����%DWK�XSGDWHG�XQLW��6WXQQLQJ�2FHDQYLHZV�
IURP�DOO�URRPV������������
For Sale: Surfside Champlain Towers North: 
9HU\�ODUJH��%5���)8//�EDWK������VT�IW��/RZHU�ŴRRU����������

Networking
Effective Advertising

3$,'�$'9(57,6(0(Q76�'2�127�&2167,787(�(1'256(0(176�%<�$1<�5$%%,6�25�7+(�6+8/��7+(�6+8/�5(6(59(6�7+(�5,*+7�72�$&&(37�25�5(*(&7�$1<�$'�68%0,77('�

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

CITADEL REALTY, LLC.
Raquel Sragowicz  Cell: 305.588.2481  Email: raquelsold@aol.com

Surfside waterfront 2 story house: 5 Beds, 5 Baths: 4,765 
SQFT $2,995,000

Bay Harbor Exclusive: The Riva 9400 W. Bay Harbor Dr. 3 
Beds, 3.5 Baths all decorated by Artefacto $1,580,000

Bal Harbour Village: 60 Park Dr: 2 Beds, 2 Baths all redone $495,000

Rentals
Bay Harbor: 2 beds, 1 baths furnished $1,600/M yearly rental only

Bay Harbor : 2 beds, 2 baths unfurnished unit is a PH $2,200/ M yearly 
rental only

Bay Harbor Rental Available

��%HGURRP����%DWKURRP���)XUQLVKHG�DSDUWPHQW�DYDLODEOH�IRU�
5HQW�LQ�%D\�+DUERU�,VODQGV�

WEEKLY & MONTHLY RATES AVAILABLE

���0LQXWH�ZDON�WR�7KH�6KXO�DQG�EHDFK�
)RU�0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SOHDVH�FRQWDFW

PHQGLODE�#JPDLO�FRP

Large corner 2 bdrm / 2.5 bathroom unit for 

rent in the Waves Condo 

located across from The Shul at 

9455 Collins Ave.  

$2950 monthly rent includes parking space. 

 Please call Rachel at (305) 458-3835 or email: 

rmlrd8@aol.com for more details.

 

 

 

+L�7HFK�6KDGHV�
������:�'L[LH�+Z\�

1RUWK�0LDPL�%HDFK��)/�������
���������������

ZZZ�KLWHFK�VKDGHV�FRP�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Roman Shades, Roller Shades, Motorized 
Shades, Wood Blinds, Curtains and Draperies 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

David Cohen P.A.  
REALTOR® ASSOCIATE 

Optimar International Realty 
 

(305) 733 - 2218  
davidcohenrealty@gmail.com 

 
 

SALES | RENTALS | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 

 

David Cohen P.A.  
REALTOR® ASSOCIATE 

Optimar International Realty 
 

(305) 733 - 2218  
davidcohenrealty@gmail.com 

 
 

SALES | RENTALS | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
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Board of Trustees
Ambassador Isaac Gilinski - Chairman

2VFDU�%RUXFKLQ
Simon Falic

Sidney Feltenstein

Matias Garfunkel

Jaime Gilinski

Max Gilinski

Saul Gilinski

Sam Greenberg

Abel Holtz 

Mike Izak

Alberto Kamhazi

Shmuel Katz M.D.

Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar

Lazer Milstein

Michael Perez

Claudio Stivelman

Morris Tabacinic

Albert Pollans - President

Jaime Gilinski  

David Lichter

Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar

Monroe Milstein - Treasurer

Mitchell Feldman - Chair

Janice Barney

Joel Baum CPA

Steven M. Dunn

Maurice Egozi

Bruce Gelb

Daniel Gielchinsky

Evelyn Katz

David Lichter

Rabbi Sholom Dovber Lipskar 

Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

Ryan Shapiro

Marc Sheridan

Eric P. Stein

Rabbi     Rabbi Sholom Lipskar  Ext 315

Associate Rabbi   Rabbi Zalman Lipskar  Ext 345

Rabbi’s Executive Assistant  Ms. Lydia Hasson  Ext 311

Rebbetzin    Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 305.992.8363

JLAC / Adult Ed/ Singles  Rabbi Shea Rubinstein Ext 342

CYS College / Kolel   Rabbi Dov Schochet  305.790.8294

Accounting    Mrs. Geri Kelly   Ext 341

Controller    Mrs. Janice Barney  Ext 318

2IˉFH�0DQDJHU� � � 0V��6WDF\�:D[PDQ� � ([W����
(YHQWV���2IˉFH�$VVLVWDQW� � 0UV��0LOHQD�/LDVFRYLW]�� ([W����
Youth Director / Dinner   Mrs Devorah Leah Andrusier Ext 329

Youth Director    Rabbi Shaykee Farkash Ext 329

2SHUDWLRQV���0DLQWHQDQFH� � 0U��6KORPL�.DWDQ� � ([W����
Marketing    Mr. Jay Spok   Ext 339

Reception / Accounts Payable  Mrs. Mindy Natoli  Ext 0

Mikvah     Mrs. Devorah Failer  305.323.2410

Pre-School    Chana or Esti   Ext 325

Sephardic Minyan   Chazan Shimshon Tzubeli 305.790.4634

Hebrew School / Editor  Mrs. Aurit Katan  786.382.9006

Hashkama Minyan   Mr. Lazer Milstein  305.349.3040

0DVKJLDFK� � � � 0U��0RUGHFKDL�2OHVN\� � �������������
Foundation Trustees

Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Contacts at The Shul 305.868.1411

Numbers to know

Shul Gaboim

Mr.  Allen Berry

Mr. Andrew Roth

Mr. David Portnoy

Rabbi. Henry Eichler

Mr. Ettai Einhorn

Mr. David Ben-Arie

Mr. Seth Salver

Mitch Feldman - President

Eric Stein - Vice President

Joel Baum,  CPA - Treasurer

Devorah Leah Andrusier

Carolyn Baumel

Max Benoliel

Jose Biton

Eli Dominitz

Maurice Egozi

Henry Eichler

Daniel Gielchinsky

Jacob J. Givner

Gregory Levine

David Lichter

Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar

Rabbi Sholom Dovber Lipskar

Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

2ULW�2VPDQ
Yaakov Saidof

David Schottenstein

Daniel Shapiro

Ryan Shapiro

Daniel Sragowicz

Cynthia Stein

Jose Yankelevitch
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Derech Mitzvosecha Rabbi Zalman Lipskar 6:20 - 6:50 am

Daf Yomi Rabbi Dov Schochet 7:45 - 8:45 am

Chok L’Yisrael - Sephardic Custom Reb Shimshon Tzubeli 8:45 am

Chassisdic Discourses of The Rebbe Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 10:15 - 11:00 am

Community Kollel (Men) (Monday & Thursday) Shul Rabbis and Kolel 8:00 - 9:30 pm

Daf Yomi (Men) Rabbi Dov Schochet 9:00 am

Tanya - Sichos Rabbi Shlomo Haltzband 8:00 - 10:00 pm

In Depth Chumash Study Rabbi Dov Schochet 1:30 pm

Kabbalah of the Hebrew Alphabet (Spanish) Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 8:45 - 9:45 pm

Women’s Study Group

At the home of: Mrs. Miriam Naggar
St. Regis Apt 801 South

Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 8:15 - 10:00 pm

Senior Torah Academy

Pirkei Avos

Rabbi Dov Schochet 11:45 - 12:45 am

Tanya Class in Spanish (Women) Mrs. Vivian Perez, 198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 2:00 - 2:30 pm

Torah Portion Class in Spanish (Women) Mrs. Vivian Perez, 198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 2:30 - 3:45 pm

Morning Torah Class (Women) - Weekly Parsha Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 10:00 - 11:30 am

In Depth Tanya Class ( Men & Women) Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar 11:30 am -12:30 pm

Tanya Class in English Mrs. Vivian Perez, 198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 1:00  - 2:00 pm

Spanish Kolel - Chassidus Rabbi Shlomo Haltzband 8:00 - 10:00 pm

Parsha (Men and Women) Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 11:15 - 12:00 am

Senior Torah Academy for Men & Women (Main 

Sanctuary) Book of Judges - Years 2780 -2835

Rabbi Dov Schochet 12:00 - 1:00 pm

Tanya In Spanish (Women) Mrs. Vivian Perez

(Chabad of Aventura, 21001 Biscayne Blvd)

11:00 am - 1:00 pm

ALL CLASSES LOCATED AT THE SHUL UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.

Daily Study
A complete guide to all classes and courses offered at The Shul
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Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R  A N  I N S P I R AT I O NA L
FA R B R E N G E N  I N  H O N O R  O F  C H A I  E LU L

C H A I  E LU L
T U E S DAY,  S E P T E M B E R  1 S T

8 : 3 0  P M
AT  T H E  S H U L

CHAI  ELUL  FARBRENGEN

B”H



With noted lecturer, author and Shlucha 
RIVKAH CAROLINE

“A New Year...  
A New You”

Delicious food with its accompanying recipes, 
awesome speaker and a great night out!

B"H
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THE SHUL SISTERHOOD 
invites all women and girls to the

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015
ELUL 17, 5775 • 8:00PM

Taste! "
Rosh

Hashana

10th
Annual

OF

At the home of 
YAFFA FLEISCHER

205 Bal Cross Drive • Bal Harbour Village

$15 Members • $20 Non Members 
$36 Become a member and the evening is on us!


